
 
 
State Budget Work Completed 
 
The Ohio legislature has wrapped up their work on the Biennial Budget Bill, House Bill 49.  This process began in 
February, 2017 with Governor Kasich unveiling his version of the bill.  The House then released their version of the bill in 
May, 2017.  The budget was then considered by the Senate which, passed their version in June, 2017.  A conference 
committee was then appointed to iron out the differences between each version and accept a final conference report.  The 
conference report was passed by both the House and Senate on June 28, 2017.  
 
The Governor had until midnight on June 30, 2017 to issue his line item vetoes and sign a final version of the budget to be 
enacted for the next two state fiscal years.  Before signing the bill, Kasich vetoed 47 provisions included in the bill sent to 
his desk.  The House reconvened on July 6th and overrode 11 of the Governors vetoes. The Senate reconvened on August 
22, 2017 and voted to override six of the vetoes that the House previously voted on.  Both chambers have indicated they 
could consider additional veto override votes. Both chambers technically have until the end of 2018 to cast override votes. 
 
Budget Provisions of Interests to OCOA 
 
Campground Nuisances 
During the budget process, the House of Representatives added an amendment to the regarding campgrounds.  The 
amendment allows for a campground license to be revoked if three or more “nuisance activities” occur within six months 
of each other.  “Nuisance activity” is defined as: 
 

• Felony drug abuse offense; 
• Felony sex offense; 
• Felony violence offense; or 
• Felony weapons offense. 

 
The OCOA reviewed this language and did not object.  This language was included in the final version of the budget.  
 
Inflatables 
When the House released their version of the budget there were several provisions changing the regulation of inflatable 
rides. When the Senate released their version of HB 49, the inflatable provisions were removed.  However, when the 
conference committee met, a revised version of the inflatable proposal was included in the final version of HB 49. The 
final version enacted does the following: 

• Revises the law governing the inspection and reinspection fee for inflatable amusement rides by eliminating the 
existing $105 annual fee and instead requires the Director of Agriculture to set the fee by rule;  

• Requires the Director of Agriculture to charge a pro-rated fee for the issuance of a permit that has a term of less 
than one year; and  

• Adds two members representing the inflatable amusement ride industry to the existing Advisory Council on 
Amusement Ride Safety.  
 

Sanitarian Board 
The final bill eliminates the State Board of Sanitarian Registration's governing authority and transfers the Board's duties 
and powers to the Director of Health.  It also requires the Director to establish an advisory board to advise the Director 
regarding the registration of sanitarians-in-training, sanitarians, and other matters.  
 
ODNR Division of Parks and Watercraft Budget Items of Interest 
 
Creates a State Park Maintenance Fund 
(1) Notwithstanding section 1546.21 of the Revised Code, on or after the first day of July of each fiscal year, the director 
of natural resources may request the director of budget and management to transfer money from the state park fund to the 



state park maintenance fund in an amount not exceeding five per cent of the annual average revenue deposited in the state 
park fund. 
(2) The department of natural resources shall use money in the state park maintenance fund only for maintenance, repair, 
and renovation projects at state parks that are approved by the 
director. The department shall not use money in the fund to construct new facilities. 
(B) The chief of the division of parks and watercraft shall submit to the director a list of projects in order to request 
disbursements from the state park maintenance fund. The chief shall include with each list a description of necessary 
maintenance, repair, and renovation at state park facilities. The director shall determine which projects are eligible for 
disbursement from the fund. The chief shall not begin any project for which disbursement is requested before obtaining 
the director's approval as required by this section. 
 
Appropriations of Interests: 
GRF 730321 Parks and Recreation   30,579,551  $ 30,596,130 
 
2270 725406 Parks Projects Personnel  $ 850,000 $ 850,000 
 
5120 725605 State Parks Operations   $ 31,000,000 $ 31,000,000 
 
5TD0 725514 Park Maintenance   1,356,000  $ 1,356,000 
 
SECTION 343.20. PARK MAINTENANCE 
The foregoing appropriation item 725514, Park Maintenance, shall be used by the Department of Natural Resources to 
pay the costs of projects supported by the State Park Maintenance Fund (Fund 5TD0) under section 1501.08 of the 
Revised Code. 
 
On July 1, 2017, or as soon as possible thereafter, the Director of Natural Resources shall certify the amount of five 
percent of the average of the previous five years of deposits in the State Park Fund (Fund 5120) to the Director of Budget 
and Management. The Director of Budget and Management may transfer up to $1,500,000 from Fund 5120 to the State 
Park Maintenance Fund (Fund 5TD0). 
 
PARKS CAPITAL EXPENSES FUND 
The Director of Natural Resources shall submit to the Director of Budget and Management the estimated design, 
engineering, and planning costs of capital-related work to be done by Department of Natural Resources staff for parks 
projects within the Ohio Parks and Recreation Improvement Fund (Fund 7035). If the Director of Budget and 
Management approves the estimated costs, the Director may release appropriations from Fund 7035 appropriation item 
C725E6, Project Planning, for those purposes. Upon release of the appropriations, the Department of Natural Resources 
shall pay for these expenses from the Parks Capital Expenses Fund (Fund 2270). Expenses paid from Fund 2270 
 
Swimming Pool Rules 
 
Members of the OCOA have been participating on a committee to revise swimming pool rules since August, 2014.  The 
rules are in Section 3701-31 of the Ohio Administrative Code: http://codes.ohio.gov/oac/3701-31.  The final meeting of 
the Advisory Committee was held on May 9, 2017.  The Ohio Department of Health still finalizing the revisions through 
their internal review process. For more information on this process, please visit: 
https://www.odh.ohio.gov/odhprograms/eh/swim/RuleReview.aspx.  You may also contact OCOA for more information.  
 
 
School Start Date Legislation – OCOA Testifies 
 
Senator Gayle Manning (R – North Ridgeville) reintroduced legislation to require schools to begin classes after Labor 
Day.  Senate Bill 34 would allow local boards of education to adopt a resolution to begin classes before Labor Day, but 
before doing so, they must hold a public hearing to get community input. 
 
The legislation has been assigned to the Senate Education Committee where there have been three hearings.  
 



The third hearing on the bill was on April 25, 2017.  Chip Hanawalt, OCOA President, was able to provide testimony 
before the Senate Education Committee on our association’s behalf.  Also testifying in support was the Greater Ohio 
Showmen’s Association, the Ohio Travel Association, and Cedar Fair.  
 
OCOA plans to continue working with legislators and other proponents to promote the legislation.  
 
OCOA Meets with ODNR 
 
President Chip Hanawalt met with the Ohio Department of Natural Resources on June 22nd. Chip, OCOA lobbyist 
Mikayla Pollitt, Chief Bailey, and ODNR Liaisons Brad Bales and Katie Hagarty were in attendance.  
 
The purpose of this meeting was to ensure the consistent means of communication between state parks and private 
campgrounds. Many concerns have been brought forward from OCOA members regarding state park rates and continuous 
improvements from state funding. Chip was able to communicate these concerns during the meeting to make sure state 
parks and private parks continue to work together. 
 
Chief Bailey informed OCOA that over 570 camping rates across the state have been increased based on park by park 
amenities. This is an increase at almost every state park. Before this increase, state parks had not seen any adjustments 
since 2011. This will be the first camping season with the increased rates.  
 
In regards to seasonal camping, ODNR is continuing to lower the amount of spaces available. This is something that Chief 
Bailey plans to continually work with OCOA on make sure private and state parks are successful.  
 
Chip offered the idea of private campgrounds and state parks having their own “niche” in the amenities that are offered to 
customers. OCOA members have voiced concerns that it is not ideal to be competing with state parks that offer the same 
features.  
 
OCOA and ODNR will continue dialogue and to work together to ensure private campground owners voices and concerns 
are being heard.  
 
Sanitarian Law Proposal 
 
Representative Brian Hill (R – Zanesville) introduced House Bill 65.  HB 65 would require the Ohio Department of 
Health and the Ohio Department of Agriculture to establish rules for the review of inspection reports done by registered 
sanitarians and sanitarians-in-training who conduct food service inspections.  It would also create a requirement that a 
report be issued to the legislature (and others) identifying the most common violations missed by the sanitarians. 
 
At the end of 2016, the legislature considered similar legislation from Rep. Hill.  OCOA representative, Amanda Sines, 
was able to speak with the sponsor about the bill.  The intent of the sponsor is to increase the oversight because there is a 
belief that some inspectors are being too overzealous and making the inspections overly burdensome for businesses.  He 
wants inspections to be focused on critical violations and issues that could lead to food born illness. 
 
HB 65 is supported by the Ohio Council of Retail Merchants, Environmental Health Division of Columbus Public Health, 
Association of Ohio Health Commissioners, Ichor Restaurant Group, among others. 
 
At a hearing on March 21, 2017, Ohio Department of Agriculture Director David Daniels provided testimony in 
opposition to the legislation.   He stated the legislation was a threat to food safety. 
 
Cardinal Center Campground Partners with ODNR 
 
The Ohio Department of Natural Resources recently announced it is teaming with the Cardinal Center Campground and 
Shooting Center in Marengo, which is opening rifle and pistol ranges to the public four days a week to provide shooting 
access while the Delaware Shooting Range is closed. 
 
The center said it will honor ODNR one-day and annual shooting range permits for one hour, Thursday through Sunday, 
from 9 a.m. to dusk. After that, shooters can continue shooting at a rate of $20 per hour. 



 
Visitors can purchase permits online to use at the range. 
 
Ohio Ballot Initiatives  
 
There are two issues that Ohio will be facing on the November 7, 2017 ballot. 
 
Ohio Issue 1- “Marsy’s Law” Crime Victim Rights Initiative  
Issue 1 would provide crime victims with specific constitutional rights, including the right to be treated with fairness and 
respect for the victim’s safety, dignity, and privacy; to be notified about and present at proceedings; to be heard at 
proceedings involving release, plea, sentencing, disposition, or parole of the accused; to a prompt conclusion of the case; 
to reasonable protection from the accused; to be notified about release or escape of the accused; to refuse an interview or 
disposition at the request of the accused; and to receive restitution from the individual who committed the criminal 
offense. Issue 1 would repeal and replace Ohio’s Amendment 2, which voters passed in 1994. 
 
A "yes" vote supports this measure to repeal and replace Section 10a of Article I of the Ohio Constitution, a section 
addressing the rights of crime victims, with a Marsy's Law. 
 
A "no" vote opposes this measure to repeal and replace Section 10a of Article I of the Ohio Constitution, a section 
addressing the rights of crime victims, with a Marsy's Law. 
 
This initiative is widely supported and there is not any known organized opposition. 
 
Ohio Issue 2- Drug Price Standards Initiative 
This initiative would require the state and state agencies, including the Ohio Department of Medicaid, to pay the same or 
lower prices for prescriptions drugs as the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs (VA)—a department that negotiates drug 
prices with companies and typically pays 20 to 24 percent less than other agencies for prescription drugs.  A similar 
initiative was recently defeated in California. 
 
A "yes" vote supports this measure to require state agencies and programs to purchase prescription drugs at prices no 
higher than what the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) pays for them. 
 
A “no" vote opposes this measure to require state agencies and programs to purchase prescription drugs at prices no 
higher than what the VA pays for them. 
 
Many healthcare organizations throughout Ohio are opposed to Issue 2. Some of those groups are, Ohio Nurses 
Association, Ohio State Medical Association, Ohio Hospital Association, Ohio Osteopathic Association, American 
Academy of Pediatrics, Ohio Chapter, American Congress of Obstetricians and Gynecologists, Ohio, Ohio Pharmacists 
Association, and Ohio Foot and Ankle Medical Association. http://www.deceptiverxissue.org 
 
Those in support of the initiative are Bernie Sanders, United Nurses United, Former State Senator Nina Turner, Former 
Veteran Affairs Director Max Cleland, AIDS Healthcare Foundation of Cleveland and Columbus, NAACP – Cleveland 
Chapter http://yesonissue2.com 
 
How to Contact Your Lobbyists 
Amanda Sines and Mikayla Pollitt 
Government Advantage 
17 South High Street, Suite 750 
Columbus, Ohio 43215 
614-221-7157  
amanda@gov-advantage.com   mikayla@gov-advantage.com   
 
Check out our new website! www.gov-advantage.com  
Follow us on Twitter!  https://twitter.com/Gov_Advantage 


