
Ohio Campground Owners Association 

Minutes of Board Meeting 

Thursday, March 7, 2013 

 

Call to order 

 

The Spring OCOA board meeting was called to order by President Robert Romeyn at 6:03 p.m. at the Embassy Suites 

Columbus-Airport, Columbus, Ohio. 

 

Secretary, Joan Faneuff called the roll.  The members present were:  Robert Romeyn, Lorraine Carlson, Steve Cross, Chip 

Hanawalt, Joan Faneuff, Lori Hostetter Vicki Cole, Elaine Harris, Brenda Lucas, Pam McCreary, Ray Pierce, Mark 

Kasper, Annmaire McClellan, David Stevens, Shane Barbini and Kristy Smith.  Guests included Garry Cole, Barb 

Youmans and Carolyn Towner.   

 

Motion was made, seconded and passed to accept the Minutes from the Previous Meeting. 

 

ARVC Report 

Updates at the membership meeting regarding new benefits for 2013.  Join us for the National Issues Conference from 

May 7-8, 2013. There is a new Outdoor Hospitality Education Program.  The National Conference is in Knoxville, TN 

from November 5-8, 2013.  Joining the ARVC staff is new member Eric Owens, Communications & Events Manager.  

Economics Survey for 2012 is ready, free to those that filled out the form and submitted the survey or $25 for those that 

wish a copy.  Brand new website ARVC.org.  Appointment made for Mark Kasper and Chip Hanawalt to attend the 

conference with a $1,500 allotment.  Motion to approve the allotment was made, seconded and passed. 

 

Government Affairs Report 

The Governor’s budget has been introduced, House Bill 59, intended to help small business but only if you are a pass-

through business.  Proposing to reduce the state sales tax rate from 5.5 to 5.0 percent but broadening the sales tax base to 

include additional services in the extensive 4,000 plus page bill.  Tax cuts phased in over three years lowers Ohio’s top 

marginal rate from 5.925 percent to 4.74 percent.  The budget includes adding sales taxes on tangible and intangible 

property transactions and services including fees vendors pay credit card issuers. The bill would take effect September 1, 

2013 and OCOA members are urged to contact State leaders and urge them not to enact the sales tax on campgrounds. 

House Bill 114 waives late fees for registration of seasonal motor vehicles; some BMV’s may not be aware. 

Transportation Budget Bill has passed the Ohio House of Representatives and will be heard in the Ohio Senate, 

registration renewal changed from within 7 days to within 30 days and late fees reduced to $10 from $20.  The Ohio 

Department of Health is doing a total review of Campground Program Rules with a committee of Chip Hanawalt, Mark 

Kasper and Garry Cole attending along with Carolyn Towner. An increase in fees is expected with heavy discussion on 

subjects involving gray water and sewage.  A timeline to enact is expected by 2014.  Swimming Pool Revisions will be 

introduced again directed at certifying/licensing operators and authority of boards of health to close pools with serious 

safety concerns. Increasing the time allowed for an inspection and minimum 30 days to apply for a license prior to start of 

operation. Revision of application process and creating a seasonal license and obtaining certification in pool operation 

should there be waterborne illness outbreak, repeat noncompliance of rules, new license or has not been licensed within 

the past two years. Motion to oppose Pool Legislation was made, seconded and passed. 

 

Treasurer’s Report 

The Treasurer’s Report was presented by Kristy Smith.  The Marketing Expenses difference is due to a minimum of 

$22,000 to be received back from the chosen publisher, any additional money from the publisher above $22,000 will be 

put in the special projects fund for next year and used at the discretion of the board.  ARVC dues will increase for 2014.  

Motion to Approve the Budget was made, seconded and passed.  The IRS Compliance Audit is still ongoing with a tax 

extension having been filed. 



 

 

President’s Report 

President Robert Romeyn reported two campgrounds applied for new membership.  Caveman Retreats in Logan and 

Buckeye Acres in Clyde who will be waiting until May 1
st
 due to missing the deadline.  Motion to approve Caveman 

Retreats was made, seconded and passed. Bureau of Worker’s Compensation is looking at seasonal businesses to see if 

you are an officer of the Company and not an inactive owner or shareholder.  Audits by the BWC are looking at seasonal 

benefits.  Officers and managers payroll must be at least ten thousand dollars ($10,000).  You can be inactive shareholder 

or partner not eligible for medical benefits. 

 

Executive Director’s Report 

The Executive Director’s Report was presented by Kristy Smith. Spring conference registration is up from last year  All 

vendor booth spots are filled   Fall POOT Tour had 60 attendees.  The 2013 Fall POOT Tour will be hosted by the 

Southeast District on October 22nd and 23rd.  Membership is stable. A question was asked on the floor if POOT Tours are 

for Vendors.  Motion that Fall POOT Campground Tours are only for Campground members, Potential Campground 

members and special invites by the President, was made, seconded and passed. 

 

Nominating Committee Report 

Elaine Harris presented the 2013 OCOA Board of Trustee Ballot with two open positions, one for Northwest Alternate 

Trustee and one for Northeast Trustee due to term limit. 

 

PAC Report 

The written PAC Report was presented by Kristy Smith.  

 

Public Relations Report 

Chip Hanawalt reported the Ohio Camper hand-out numbers were up at both the Columbus and Dayton shows but lack of 

volunteers to staff the booths.  A decision needs to be made if we continue with the Florida show.  Motion to eliminate the 

AAA Show was made, seconded and passed.  The Florida, Columbus and Dayton shows are tabled at this time. The 

committee is looking at Great Lakes Publications and Henley Graphics for the 2014 Ohio Camper magazine with Texas 

Publications ruled out. Motion to vote on Publisher by secret ballot was made, seconded and voted on.  Call for 

Discussion before the vote on the motion was made. Original motion was re-entertained.  Discussion on the motion of 

whether we vote on the publisher by secret ballot.  Amendment to the motion to watch power point before voting was 

made and voted on.  Amendment failed.  Vote on Motion to vote by Secret Ballot was passed.  Let the voting show that 

Henley Graphics 10 votes and Great Lakes 3 votes.  Motion to destroy the ballots was made, seconded and passed. 

 

Old Business 

Kristy Smith stated the Spring Conference 2014 will not be moved up due to The Arnold Weekend.  Embassy Suites will 

have an increase with Marriott quoting one thousand ($1,000) less.  Motion to keep Embassy Suites was made, seconded 

and passed. 

New Business 

Motion was made that those from OCOA who represent the Ohio Department of Health or any other regulatory agency 

get reimbursed mileage and parking at IRS rates was seconded and passed. 

Adjournment 

Since there was no other business a motion to adjourn was made, seconded and passed.  The meeting then adjourned at 

9:43 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted 

Joan Faneuff, Secretary 


