
Ohio Campground Owners 
Association News Bulletin 

Volume 34, Issue 3 August 2012 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
  
 
 
 

I N S I D E  T H I S  I S S U E  

1 Fall Conference and POOT Tour Overview 

2 Fall Conference and POOT Tour Itinerary 

3 Fall Conference and POOT Tour Registration 

4 Letter from OCOA President Robert Romeyn 

4 Reminder – OCOA Dues 

4 ARVC Secures Combined Licensing Agreement 

5 Government Affairs Update  

 General Election  

 Office of TourismOhio Created  

6 BWC Business Safety Plan – Step Ten 

 

 

 
 

Beechwood Acres Camping Resort in Wilmington, Ohio (pictured above) 
will be one of the Southwest Ohio campgrounds featured on this year’s POOT.   

 

 
Fall Conference and POOT Tour Overview 

 
Be sure to complete the enclosed registration form for 
the 2012 Fall Conference and POOT Tour.  The event 
will be held October 16-17, 2012 at the Holiday Inn 
& Roberts Centre in Wilmington, Ohio.  
 
Each year, the OCOA Fall Conference is held in a 
different region of the state.  During the conference, 
OCOA members spend time visiting several 
campgrounds in that region during the POOT Tour 
(Park Operators On Tour).  Attendees will also 
partake in a “Cracker Barrel” session – an informal 
group discussion on industry hot topics.   
 
This year’s conference is being hosted by the 
Southwest District and, in particular, was planned by 
Todd and Carla Kaser of Beechwood Acres Camping 
Resort in Wilmington, OH.   
  

Upcoming Events 
 
OCOA Board of Trustees Meeting 

September 19, 2012 at 10:00 am  
Cross Creek Camping Resort 
Delaware, Ohio  

 
OCOA Fall Conference & POOT Tour 

October 16-17, 2012  
 Holiday Inn & Roberts Centre 
 Wilmington, OH 
 
ARVC Outdoor Hospitality  
Conference & Expo 
 November 28-30, 2012 
 Rio All-Suites Hotel & Casino 
 Las Vegas, Nevada 
  
OCOA Spring Conference & Trade Show 

March 8 – 9, 2013 
NEW LOCATION:  
Embassy Suites Columbus Airport  
Columbus, Ohio 
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OCOA Fall Conference & POOT Tour Itinerary 
     Holiday Inn & Roberts Centre • 123 Gano Road, Wilmington, OH 45177 • POOT –Southwest Ohio   

                              October 16-17, 2012 
 

 
  
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 16th    
 
5:00 – 6:00 p.m.  Conference Registration 
 
 
6:00 – 7:00 pm.  Dinner at the Holiday Inn & Roberts Centre 
 

Char-Grilled Breast of Chicken topped with a Mushroom & Marsala Wine Sauce,  
Roasted Red Skin Potatoes; California Vegetable Medley; House Salad; Rolls and Butter;  
Scrumptious pies; Freshly Brewed Coffee, Decaffeinated Coffee, Herbal Tea and Iced Tea 

 
 
7:00 – 9:00 p.m.  Cracker Barrel Session 
 

Informal group discussion on industry hot topics 
 
 
WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 17th  
 
8:30 – 9:00 a.m.  Conference Registration   
 
 
9:00 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.  Southwest District POOT Tour (Bus departs promptly)  

 
Progressive meal served at campgrounds throughout the day 

 
Dayton Tall Timbers KOA, Brookville (Coffee and Donuts)   

Natural Springs Resort, New Paris (Fruit & Beverages)  

Arrowhead Campground, New Paris (Lunch)  

Cedarbrook Campground, Lebanon (Snacks and Beverages) 

Beechwood Acres Camping Resort, Wilmington (Dessert) 

 
 
4:30 – 5:30 p.m.              Cracker Barrel/POOT Tour Review at Beechwood Acres Camping Resort 
 

Informal group discussion on industry hot topics/Questions for POOT host campgrounds 
 
 
6:00 p.m.              Bus returns to the Holiday Inn & Roberts Centre    
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OCOA 2012 Fall Conference and POOT Tour Registration 
Holiday Inn & Roberts Centre •123 Gano Road, Wilmington, OH 45177 • 800-654-7036 

 
**Hotel accommodations should be made directly with the Holiday Inn at 800-654-7036.  Room rates are $99.  Reserve your 
room by October 2, 2012 and tell the hotel that you are with the OCOA to receive this special discounted rate!** 
 

Conference Registration Deadline: October 2, 2012!  
 

Cost      #Attending  Total Cost 
 
Full Conference Package               Member: $70/person  _________  ________ 

(Non-member: $85)    
  
          After October 2nd deadline:  $85   _________  ________ 
      
(Includes Tuesday dinner and Wednesday transportation, POOT tour and meals)  
 
Tuesday Dinner Only Per Person  Member: $35  ________  ________ 

(Non-member: $50) 
  
          After October 2nd deadline:  $50   ________  ________ 
 
(Includes Tuesday’s Dinner only)  
 
Wednesday Only Price Per Person: Member:  $35  ________  ________ 

*NEW MEMBERS: FREE*        
(Non-member:  $50)  

 
          After October 2nd deadline:  $50   ________  ________ 
 
(Includes Wednesday’s POOT Tour, Transportation and meals) 
 
Please include your check or credit card information with registration form.       TOTAL: $_______ 
*NOTE: NEW MEMBERS MAY ATTEND WEDNESDAY’S POOT FREE OF CHARGE (Limit 2 per campground)* 
 
Attendee Name(s): ______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Campground Name: ______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address:   ______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
City/State/Zip:  ______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Telephone Number: ______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Email Address:  ______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Dietary Restrictions: ______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
**Please send completed registrations to OCOA, 33 North Third St., Suite 320, Columbus, Ohio 43215 or fax to  
614-221-0756 on or before October 2, 2012.  Refund Policy:  Cancellations must be received in writing prior to October 2nd to 
qualify for a refund.  A $25 administration fee will be deducted.  You may contact the OCOA office at 614-221-7748.** 

Select Method of Payment  

 Check (enclosed)        Visa        MC        Discover                Amount to Charge $_______ 

Card # ___________________________________  3 digit extension (on back of card):_________ 

Exp Date:_____/______  Name of Card:_____________________________________________ 

Zip Code of billing address:_________________ 

Cardholder’s signature:___________________________________________________________ 
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Reminder – OCOA Membership Dues 
 

You should have received your 2013 membership dues 
invoice.  Just a reminder that membership dues are due 
annually on or before September 1st.  To ensure that your 
campground is listed in the 2013 Edition of the Ohio 
Campers Magazine, please be sure to return your dues 
payment immediately if you have not already done so.  
 
Henley Graphic Communications, the Publisher of the Ohio 
Campers Magazine, will have the 2013 Edition ready for 
delivery by early December.  In order for them to edit, 
produce, publish and print the Ohio Campers Magazine by 
this date, they must have our membership list by early 
September.   

ARVC Secures Combined 
Music Licensing Agreement 

Did you know that if you play copyrighted music at your park 

without a license, you could be legally liable?  Performing 

rights organizations, known as PROs, collect licensing fees, 

and, in turn, pay royalties to the songwriter, publisher or 

performer of that music. There are three major music licensing 

companies:  ASCAP, BMI and SESAC. If you play 

copyrighted music at your park without a license from these 

organizations, you could be liable for damages set by federal 

statute that can range from $750 to $30,000 and if a jury finds 

that the infringement was “willful,” the damages assessed 

could run as high as $150,000 per song plus legal costs.  

 

The fee is to pay for a license that permits the park to have 

music performed on its premises, whether it is performed live, 

through recorded music over CD’s, DVDs and cassettes, or by 

music on-hold.  Under copyright law, anybody who makes 

music available to the public needs permission prior to or 

performing that music. Without a license, a park that allows 

music to be performed at its facilities commits a violation of 

federal copyright law.  

 

ARVC has negotiated a one-of-a-kind combined music 

licensing agreement as an exclusive new ARVC member 

benefit. It will protect your park from music copyright liability 

for all artists covered by ASCAP and BMI at drastically 

reduced rates. ASCAP and BMI are the two largest PROs, and 

between them they represent the vast majority of the 

marketplace, with over a million songwriters, publishers and 

performers who produce every type of music.  The discounted 

rates under the ARVC combined member licensing agreement 

are based on the following fee structure for ASCAP/BMI: 

Under 50 sites: $250 per year; 51-200 Sites: $450 per year; 201 

– 400 Sites: $650 per year; Over 401 Sites: $850 per year.    

   

To complete your coverage by adding the third PRO, you can 

choose to secure a discounted SESAC license for 

$40/$57/$85/$85 respectively per month, based on park size. A 

minimum three-month commitment is required.   

 

The open enrollment period for paying the combined ARVC 

Music License is August 1, 2012 – November 30, 2012. By 

paying within this time frame, you will be licensed for the 

upcoming full calendar year.  To qualify for the discounted 

rates, parks must be in good standing with ARVC, and the 

licensing PRO(s), throughout the tenure of the licensing period.  

Contact ARVC for more details on this exclusive member 

program.  

 
Message from the President 
 
I hope all of you are doing well and in good health! The 
season is at its peak and if you’re like me, I hope you can 
find the few minutes to even take a look at this newsletter 
before the next call comes in about taking care of our 
guests needs.  
 
As the summer progresses and you face different 
challenges, questions will come up that you would like to 
ask the association or bring up during a meeting. My 
suggestion to you no matter how busy you are is to write it 
down and put it in your wallet as soon as possible. If you 
don’t write it down it’s almost impossible to recall it for a 
meeting. You can even email your question or idea to the 
office and we’ll start working on the answer before the 
meeting. This will help us all out, as most of us have the 
same questions you do!  
 
There’s not very much news to report. There is still a stay 
on pool ADA lifts until January. I’m sure we’ll be looking 
to purchase them for next season. The Ohio Campers 
Magazine is in full swing. Make sure you contact Henley 
Graphics to review your Free Listing and your advertising 
requirements.  
 
I look forward to our Park Owners on Tour in October. We 
will be visiting Parks in the Southwest part of the state. 
These tours are informational and an excellent opportunity 
to network with other campground owners. I hope 
everyone will attend this fun event.  
 
Remember, this is YOUR organization! It is only as strong 
and vibrant as YOU the members make it! Come to the 
meetings, GET INVOLVED!  
 
Robert Romeyn 
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Government Affairs Report 

Towner Policy Group 
 
General Election 2012 
This year’s general election will be held on Tuesday, November 6, 2012, and all eyes will be on Ohio.  Ohio will be a key 
battleground state to determine who wins the Presidency.  Expect your televisions to be flooded with commercials until after the 
polls close!   
 
Ohioans will also be voting for a US Senate seat.  Democrat Senator Sherrod Brown will try to retain his seat while being 
challenged by current Republican State Treasurer Josh Mandel.  All eyes will be on Ohio for this race too, as this is considered to 
be one Republicans would need to pick up to take control of the US Senate. 
 
Ohio’s U.S. Congress Representatives will be running in 16 newly drawn districts.  Due to the loss of population in the newest 
census data, Ohio lost 2 Congressional seats.  This redistricting will, in one case, pit two “incumbents” against each other.  In the 
16th District, voters will decide between Republican Congressman Jim Renacci and Democrat Congresswomen Betty Sutton.  
Also, long time Congressman Steve LaTourette, of the 14th District in Northeast Ohio, recently announced his plans to not run for 
re-election in November.  The Republican Parties in the district will be charged with replacing LaTourette with someone else on 
the ballot. 
 
Voters will also be deciding on races for the Ohio Senate and Ohio House of Representatives.  These districts have also been 
redrawn as a result of the census, so even incumbent legislators will be campaigning in new territories.  The Republicans are in 
control of state government at this time, so they were the final say in the new districts and how they would be drawn, as long as it 
met Constitutional standards.  So, one would expect Republican candidates will fair well this election cycle. 
 
All 99 House seats are on the ballot this year.  17 Ohio Senate seats will be up for election:  all even numbered districts, plus 
District 1.  Senator Cliff Hite was appointed to the 1st District and is required to run for the retention of the seat.  However, he 
won’t have too much to worry about, since at this point, he has no opposition. 
 
A group named Voters First is attempting to get a constitutional amendment on the ballot that would change how Ohio re-draws 
legislative districts.  During the re-apportionment process, many were disenchanted by the Republican’s control of the process.  
Voters First submitted their first round of signatures to the Secretary of State’s office, but fell short of the required amount needed.   
After the initial submission, the group had 10 days to make up the shortfall.   They still await the ruling from the Secretary of 
State’s Office to whether they qualify or not. 
 
According to supporters, including the League of Women Voters of Ohio, the proposed amendment would create the 12-member 
Ohio Citizens Independent Redistricting Commission to establish the boundaries for state legislative and congressional districts 
following approval of the amendment and again following each federal decennial census. Members of the panel will be selected 
by a panel of eight Ohio appeals court judges selected by lot by the chief justice of the Ohio Supreme Court, and no more than 
four of those judges will be members of the same political party. 
 
Office of TourismOhio Created 
Senate Bill 314, sponsored by Senator Mark Wagoner ( R – Toledo), establishes the Office of TourismOhio within the 
Development Service Agency and creates the TourismOhio Advisory Board.  The bill passed the Ohio House of Representatives 
and the Ohio Senate and was signed by the Governor to be effective September 28, 2012. 
 
The Office of TourismOhio is to promote the state as a travel destination and provide related services or otherwise carry out the 
promotional functions or duties of the Development Service Agency, as necessary; and to perform an annual return-on-investment 
study analyzing the Office's success in promoting Ohio tourism.  The Office of TourismOhio replaces the current Division of 
Travel and Tourism within the Department of Development.  The Department of Development has been renamed the 
Development Service Agency. 
 
The TourismOhio Board is to consist of the Chief Investment Officer of JobsOhio, the Director of the Office of TourismOhio, and 
nine members appointed by the Governor, as follows: one individual who is a representative of convention and visitors' bureaus; 
one individual who is a representative of the lodging industry; one individual who is a representative of the restaurant industry; 
one individual who is a representative of attractions; one individual who is a representative of special events and festivals; one 
individual who is a representative of agritourism; and three individuals who are representatives of the tourism industry. To qualify 
as a "representative of the tourism industry," an individual must possess at least five years of executive-level experience in the 
attractions, lodging, restaurant, transportation, or retail industry or with a destination marketing organization.  Each appointee 
must be a United States citizen. 
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  BWC’s 10-Step Business Safety Plan 

Step Ten: Good Recordkeeping 
 
Good recordkeeping is vital in improving health and safety performance.  Accurate and detailed records outlining why accident 
happened, what process or system needs to be changed to eliminate or reduce the risk of injury and how to make those changes are 
the goal of this step. 
 
What you can do:  

 
 Develop Accident Trends - Review your First Report of Injury Forms (FROI), OSHA 300 log or worker compensation 

reports to identify trends or clusters of injuries. Look for repeated incidents in a particular department or specific types of 
injuries (such as cut hands) that are occurring.  Use this information to identify opportunities to improve your safety and 
health process by focusing on these key areas.  Develop an Action List that outlines the problems, how to correct it and 
who is responsible for correcting any problems. 

 
 Establish and Track Leading Indicators - Track your proactive safety activities, e.g. number of safety audits 

completed, number and types of safety training or discussions, or number of near misses investigated. 
 
All of this information is valuable in improving the safety culture and performance of your business. 
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33 North Third Street, Suite 320 
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	Conference Registration Deadline: October 2, 2012! 

