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Upcoming Events 
 
OCOA Board of Trustees Meeting 

September 16, 2015 at 10:00 am  
Cross Creek Camping Resort 
Delaware, Ohio  

 
 2015 OCOA Fall Conference & POOT 

October 20-21, 2015 
Hilton Columbus/Polaris  
Columbus, OH  

 
2015 ARVC Outdoor Hospitality  
Conference & Expo 

November 3-6, 2015  
Ocean Center Daytona Beach 
Daytona Beach, Florida 

  
OCOA Board of Trustees Meeting 
 March 3, 2016 at 6:00 pm  
 Embassy Suites Columbus Airport 
 Columbus, Ohio 
 
2016 OCOA Spring Conference & Trade Show 

March 4-5, 2016 
 Embassy Suites Columbus Airport  
Columbus, Ohio 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Jellystone Park at Dogwood Valley in Mt. Gilead, Ohio features a 250’ downhill 
waterslide (pictured above).  Jellystone Park at Dogwood Valley is one of five 

Central Ohio campgrounds to be featured on this year’s POOT.   

 
Fall Conference and POOT Tour Overview 

 
Be sure to complete the enclosed registration form for the 2015 
Fall Conference and POOT Tour.  The event will be held 
October 20-21, 2015 at the Hilton Polaris in Columbus, Ohio.  
 
Each year, the OCOA Fall Conference is held in a different 
region of the state.  During the conference, attendees spend time 
visiting several campgrounds in that region during the POOT 
Tour (Park Operators On Tour).   
 
Rob Schutter, President and CEO of Leisure Systems/Yogi 
Bear’s Jellystone Park Resorts, will be the guest speaker 
following dinner on Tuesday, October 20, 2015.  Later that 
evening, attendees will also partake in a “Cracker Barrel” 
session – an informal group discussion on industry hot topics.   
 
This year’s conference is being hosted by the Central District 
and, in particular, was planned by Nancy Felber of Jellystone 
Park at Dogwood Valley in Mt. Gilead, Ohio.  We will be 
visiting the following campgrounds on Wednesday, October 21st:  
Cross Creek Camping Resort (Delaware); Jellystone Park at 
Dogwood Valley (Mt. Gilead); Autumn Lakes (Sunbury); Alton 
RV Park (Columbus); and Jackson Lake Park (Canal 
Winchester). 
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2015 OCOA Fall Conference & POOT Itinerary 

Hilton Columbus/Polaris • 8700 Lyra Drive, Columbus, Ohio • POOT –Central Ohio   
October 20-21, 2015 

 
  
 
 
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 20th     
 
5:30 – 6:00 p.m.   Conference Registration   
 
6:00 – 9:00 pm.   Dinner (Polaris Ballroom E – Hilton Columbus/Polaris) 
 

Pan-Roasted Chicken Breast dressed with Herbs served alongside 
Lemon Scented Risotto and Roasted Shallot Jus; Mixed green salad; Dinner rolls and butter;  

Chocolate Torte with Vanilla Bean Creme Anglaise and Fresh Raspberry 
 
    

Guest Speaker: Rob Schutter 
   President/CEO, Leisure Systems/ Yogi Bear’s Jellystone Park Camp Resorts    
 

 
Cracker Barrel Session  

 
Informal group discussion on industry hot topics 

 
 
 
WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 21st    
 
8:30 – 9:00 a.m.  Conference Registration (Hilton Columbus/ Polaris Lobby)  
 
9:00 a.m.  Central District POOT Tour (Bus departs promptly)  
 
 

 
Cross Creek Camping Resort, Delaware (Breakfast) 

 
Jellystone Park at Dogwood Valley, Mt. Gilead (Refreshments) 

 
Autumn Lakes Campground, Sunbury (Lunch)  

 
Alton RV Park, Columbus (Refreshments) 

 
Jackson Lake Park, Canal Winchester (Dessert) 

 
 
 

Wrap Up Session and Q&A 
Following the POOT, there will be a brief wrap up session and opportunity for questions at  

Jackson Lake Park.   
 
 
 

6:00 p.m.               Bus returns to the Hilton Columbus/Polaris 
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OCOA 2015 Fall Conference and POOT Tour Registration 
Hilton Columbus/Polaris • 8700 Lyra Drive, Columbus, Ohio • 614-885-1600 

 
**Hotel accommodations should be made directly with the Hilton Columbus/Polaris at 614-885-1600.   
Rooms are $139/night.  Reserve your room by SEPTEMBER 26, 2015 to receive the discount rate.** 

 
Conference Registration Deadline: October 6, 2015! 

 
Cost      #Attending  Total Cost 

 
Full Conference    Member: $95/person  _________  ________ 
(Includes Tues. dinner and Wed. POOT) Non-member: $110    
  
          After October 6th deadline:  $110   _________  ________ 
      
Tuesday Dinner Only Per Person  Member: $50  ________  ________ 
(Includes Tuesday’s Dinner only)    (Non-member: $65) 
  
          After October 6th deadline:  $65   ________  ________ 
 
 
Wednesday Only Price Per Person: Member:  $45  ________  ________ 
(Includes Wednesday’s POOT Tour) *NEW MEMBERS: FREE*        

Non-member:  $60  
 
          After October 6th deadline:  $60   ________  ________ 
 
 
Please include your check or credit card information with registration form.       TOTAL: $_______ 
*NOTE: NEW MEMBERS MAY ATTEND WEDNESDAY’S POOT FREE OF CHARGE (Limit 2 per campground)* 
 
Attendee Name(s): ______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Campground Name: ______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address:   ______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
City/State/Zip:  ______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Telephone Number: ______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Email Address:  ______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
**Please send completed registrations to OCOA, 33 North Third St., Suite 320, Columbus, Ohio 43215 or fax to  
614-221-0756 on or before October 6, 2015.  Refund Policy:  Cancellations must be received in writing prior to October 6th to 
qualify for a refund.  A $25 administration fee will be deducted.  You may contact the OCOA office at 614-221-7748.** 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Select Method of Payment  

� Check (enclosed)       � Visa       � MC       � Discover                Amount to Charge $_______ 

Card # ___________________________________  3 digit extension (on back of card):_________ 

Exp Date:_____/______  Name of Card:_____________________________________________ 

Zip Code of billing address:_________________ 

Cardholder’s signature:___________________________________________________________ 
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Reminder – OCOA Membership Dues 
 
You should have received your 2016 membership dues 
invoice.  Just a reminder that membership dues are due 
annually on or before September 1st.  To ensure that your 
campground is listed in the 2016 Edition of the Ohio 
Campers Magazine, please be sure to return your dues 
payment immediately if you have not already done so.  
 
Henley Graphic Communications, the Publisher of the Ohio 
Campers Magazine, will have the 2016 Edition ready for 
delivery by early December.  In order to edit, produce, 
publish and print the Ohio Campers Magazine by this date, 
they must have our membership list by early September.   
 
 

 

Most Common Employee Injury Type – Lifting  
 
A study by the Ohio BWC has found that the most common 
injury to employees at campgrounds is related to lifting.  
Whether you’re at work or conducting daily activities at home, 
the potential exists for injuries to occur as a result of lifting. 
Lifting principles applied before, during and after working 
hours should lower the risk of back strains and sprains, the 
most common ailments that humans experience.  
 
How big is the problem?  According to the National Safety 
Council, 60 percent to 80 percent of all workers will 
experience a back problem at some time during their working 
careers. Back strains and sprains are the largest source of 
workplace claims. Conditions in the workplace which, increase 
the likelihood of back pain, are called risk factors. Back pain 
risk factors associated with lifting include: Lifting heavy loads; 
Carrying bulky loads or loads far away from the body; 
Frequent lifting; Bending the body’s trunk, as when picking 
items up off the floor; Twisting the body’s trunk; Static loading 
(for example, holding objects for long periods of time). 
 
If we reduce or eliminate exposure to these risk factors, we also 
reduce the chance of experiencing back pain: Limiting 
exposure by providing mechanical assistance, such as conveyor 
systems, two- and fourwheel carts, and hoists; or by lightening 
the load to be lifted; Engineering means, such as elevating the 
starting point of the lift, to reduce worker exposure to awkward 
postures; Training (a safer way to lift should be considered 
when none of the previous methods are feasible); and 
Administrative controls (if the lifting is frequent, rotate the 
work with other workers). 
 
Lifting techniques - If you must lift, you should select the 
safest way to lift - one that is free from the potential for injury. 
However, we can lessen our exposure by using an approach 
that encompasses best practices that have come about through 
research and application.   
 
Here are some guidelines: Plan the lift from start to destination; 
Flex to loosen up your body before starting the lift; Squat close 
to the load; Grip the load firmly with both hands, not just the 
fingers; Place hands on diagonally opposite corners so one 
hand pulls toward you and the other one lifts; Bring the load as 
close as possible to the body; Keep weight centered over your 
feet, with arms and elbows against your sides; Keep your back 
straight, use the power in your legs to push yourself and the 
object into a standing position; Avoid twisting by changing 
direction with your feet; Continue to your destination with the 
object as close to the body as possible. 
 
Remember, relying only on lifting techniques to prevent back 
injuries still leaves us quite vulnerable to pain and suffering, 
which can affect our ability to perform our jobs and enjoy our 
free time with our family and friends. Examples in our daily 
lives that ease lifting include: Grocery carts to transport items 
to our car; Bags with handles; Snow shovels and other tools 
that have curved handles like scythes; The carrying of items in 
smaller amounts or shorter distances; Wagons to carry yard 
trimmings.         Article provided by the BWC Division of Safety & Hygiene  
 
 

 
Message from the President 
 
As I was sitting in the Presidential Office going over 
the events of the week and pondering what we could 
do to improve the camping experience for our guests, 
I realized how thankful I am to be a member of our 
Campground Owners Association. The fact that I was 
not alone in my efforts and have such a great group 
of friends to bounce ideas off of and interact with is 
very comforting to me. I realized that if I ran into a 
situation that has never happened to me before and 
needed fresh ideas, I could just pick up the phone or 
send out an email and within a few hours get the 
feedback I needed to resolve the issue and then be 
able to share it with other members in the future.  
 
I smiled when recalling new park owners sharing 
with me how much money they looked forward to 
making when buying a campground…rookies!:) 
When reality sets in, it’s almost overwhelming to 
think about someone reinventing the wheel with all 
the challenges we face. We’re not in this business to 
get rich, but having other members to rely on really 
helps me from going crazier. That’s why I look 
forward to the fall POOT tour which will be 
happening this year around the Columbus area. It’s a 
great opportunity to share and learn and just relax 
and have fun! See you there!!!  
 
Robert Romeyn 
Maple Lakes Park 
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Government Affairs Report 
 
FY 2016-2017 Budget Bill Enacted – Tax Reform Included 
Legislatively, the first half of 2015 was dominated by the 
State’s budget negotiations.  The House, Senate, and 
Governor had until June 30, 2015 to agree to a version of the 
State’s two year (FY) 2016-2017 budget.  Central to the 
negotiations was the tax package.  The Governor’s goal was 
to continue decreasing the state’s income tax.  To pay for 
those reductions, he proposed increasing the sales tax by 
.5% while also expanding the sales tax base to include many 
“services”.  Also proposed was increasing the commercial 
activity tax from .26% to .32%, and capping the vendor 
discount for timely sales tax remittance to $1000 per month 
(among other things, like increasing the severance tax). 
 
The House Version and Senate version did not include many 
of the tax increases proposed by the Governor, and included 
more modest tax decreases. 
 
The final version calls for a 6.3% across-the-board reduction 
in income tax rates. It grants a 75% tax deduction for the 
first $250,000 in small business income for 2015, then a 
100% deduction in 2016 and 2017, also keeping the Senate's 
plan for a flat tax rate on income above $250,000. The 
conference report includes a 35-cent increase in the cigarette 
excise tax, lower than the $1 Kasich sought and the 40 cents 
in the Senate version. 
 
In the ODNR Appropriation Group the Division of Parks 
and Recreation received $30,000,000 for both FY16and 
FY17.  The State Parks Operations received $31,471,044 for 
both FY16 and FY17.  These numbers represent a slight 
increase over the previous budget. 
 
The final version of the bill also allows Stark County to 
create a Tourism Development District and allows them to 
levy a county sales tax to fund the District.  The tourism 
development district can be no more than 200 contiguous 
acres.  It also allows them to levy a tax up to 5% on the 
amounts paid for admission to any place, including parking 
lots and facilities, located in the territory of a tourism 
development district created by the township; green fees at 
private and public golf courses, and amounts paid for 
admission to any public performance at any roof garden, 
cabaret, or other similar entertainment venue.  Before 
implementing the Tourism Development District, the 
township must hold at least two public hearings and have a 
petition signed by property owners in the proposed district. 
 
Bill To Create Summer Jobs Database Introduced 
House Bill 287, which would increase access to summer 
jobs for high school and college youth, was introduced on 
July 13, 2015 by Representative John Barnes (D – Union 
Miles).This legislation would require the Director of 
Development Services to establish a youth summer jobs 
pledging initiative to increase access to summer employment 
opportunities for high school and college youth. 

 
House Bill 287, if enacted, would create a database on the 
agency’s public internet site to post all summer employment 
opportunity information, including contact information of 
potential employers for the use of high school and college 
youth. 
 
Bill Regarding Hotel Intermediaries Introduced 
Representatives Cheryl Grossman (R – Grove City) and 
Gary Scherer (R – Circleville) have introduced House Bill 
150 to require hotel intermediaries to collect and remit 
applicable sales and use tax on the full amount paid for hotel 
lodging.  Hotel intermediaries include on-line companies 
like Expedia. 
 
The legislation would also require hotel intermediaries to 
supply customers with itemized invoices and specifies that 
hotels are not liable for the failure of a hotel intermediary to 
properly collect or remit applicable taxes. 
 
The legislation is undergoing hearing in the House Ways 
and Means Committee. 
 
Swimming Pool and Campground Rules Update 
The Ohio Campground Owners Association continues to 
follow updates on the filing of rules pertaining to 
campgrounds and swimming pools. 
 
The review of the campground rules was completed over a 
year ago.  However, we are still waiting for the Ohio 
Department of Health to officially file the changes.  We 
expect them to be filed later in 2015, with the changes being 
effective for the 2016 camping season. 
 
The Ohio Department of Health is also planning to make 
changes to the rules regarding swimming pools.  The Ohio 
Campground Owners Association had two members serving 
on that committee: Robert Romeyn, OCOA President and 
Chip Hanawalt, OCOA 1st Vice President.  The committee is 
charged with reviewing Ohio Administrative Code Rules 
3701-31-01 through 3701-31-05.1.   
 
OCOA is awaiting a final draft of those changes and will 
make formal comments as necessary to represent the best 
interests of privately owned campgrounds. 
 
Information on the rules and the work of the committee can 
be found at the following link: 
http://www.odh.ohio.gov/odhprograms/eh/swim/2014RuleR
eview.aspx  
 
 
 
 

http://www.odh.ohio.gov/odhprograms/eh/swim/2014RuleReview.aspx
http://www.odh.ohio.gov/odhprograms/eh/swim/2014RuleReview.aspx
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Ohio Campground Owners Association 
33 North Third Street, Suite 320 
Columbus, OH 43215 
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	House Bill 287, if enacted, would create a database on the agency’s public internet site to post all summer employment opportunity information, including contact information of potential employers for the use of high school and college youth.

