
Ohio Campground Owners Association 

Minutes of Annual Members’ Meeting 

Friday, March 07, 2014 

 

Call to Order 

The annual meeting of OCOA members was called to order at 12:33 p.m. by President Robert 

Romeyn at the Embassy Suites Columbus-Airport, Columbus, Ohio. 

 

Motion was made, seconded and passed to approve the Minutes from the Previous Meeting. 

 

Treasurer’s Report 

Kristy Smith reported that the full amount of $27,000 from Ohio Camper’s Income was from  

Henley Graphics will be deposited into the general fund next year.  Last fiscal year, some of the 

Ohio Campers money was placed in the Special Projects fund.  Last fiscal year, $15,000 was 

transferred from Government Affairs fund to the general fund for the IRS audit, no transfer will 

be needed next fiscal year since the audit is over and we have retained our Non-Profit status.  

The board approved an increase for expenses for Kristy to attend the ARVC convention longer.  

Motion was made, seconded and passed to accept the Treasurer’s Report. 

 

 

Nominating Committee Report 

Elaine Harris read the list of officers on the Board of trustees Ballots and asked for nominations 

from the floor. There were no nominations made. Motion to unanimously accept the ballot was 

made, seconded and approved.  President, Robert Romeyn, First Vice President, Chip Hanawalt, 

Treasurer, Lori Hostetter, NE Trustee #1 Mert Yoder, NE Trustee #3 Pam McCreary, NE 

Alternate Trustee #1, Ray Pierce, NE Alternate Trustee #2, Tammy Brainard, NE Alternate 

Trustee #3, Barbara Kuder, SE Trustee, Shane Barbini, SE Alternate Trustee, Brya Long. 

Officers were sworn in. 

 

 

President’s Report 

New Displays were purchased for the RV Shows and are easier to transport.  The IRS Audit has 

come to a completion with OCOA keeping their non-profit status.  The Campground Rules have 

been the topic of discussion with the Ohio Health Department.  We have drafted a letter to send 

to Governor Kasich stating our position with regards to the gray water issue and ask for all 

member signatures.  The Ohio Camper magazine was awarded Directory of the Year with 

OCOA President Bob Romeyn accepting the esteemed award.  The new look of the Ohio 

Camper has the magazine moving in the right direction.   

 

 



Executive Director’s Report 

Kristy Smith reported the 2014 Spring Conference had 80 people in attendance from 42 

campgrounds, 39 vendor booths and 4 sponsors. Membership is stable and be sure to check the 

ARVC and OCOA websites to see if they are up to date with current information on your park. 

 

Government Affairs 

Steve Cross mentioned that communication on issues helps all members.  Carolyn Towner stated 

that inflatables in Ohio require a permit from the Department of Agriculture.  The State 

Department of Health has been reviewing the Campground Regulations and we are not in 

agreement with their position on gray water.  A letter will be filed with the Governor Kasich’s 

office on Monday and we are expecting his Mid-Year Budget Review in the next few weeks.  A 

request for the need of a Retail Seasonal Food Permit for seasonal businesses was submitted 

before Food Safety Advisory Council and will be put on the ballot.  Ohio’s Minimum Wage 

increased slightly in January to $7.95 an hour for non-tipped employees and $3.98 an hour for 

tipped employees of businesses with annual gross receipts of more than $292,000 per year.  For 

employees at smaller companies with annual gross receipts of $292,000 or less per year, 

minimum wage will remain at $7.25 per hour. 

 

 

Public Relations Report 

Chip Hanawalt reported on the Ohio Camper Magazine distribution at shows was somewhat 

lower this year due to bad weather.  The OCOA has formed a committee that has been working 

on the Ohio Department of Health’s Campground Rules for over a year.  There has been some 

controversy on the gray water issue with OCOA arguing that current gray water systems should 

be grandfathered-in.  OCOA is continuing to work on the issue. 

 

 

PAC Report 

The PAC Report was presented by Kristy Smith. 

 

 

ARVC Report 

Barb Youmans, Senior Director of Membership Services and Education showed the membership 

a live tour of how helpful the ARVC website is for our business.  Update your campground 

listing at the GoCamping America website, Like their facebook page and take advantage of 

preferred pricing and special discounts from suppliers in the industry.  Opportunities for 

professional development are available using the Outdoor Hospitality Education Program.  

The 2014 ARVC Convention will be the last year in Las Vegas. 

 

 



Old Business 

Garry Cole stated there is still a need for Alternate Trustees or questioned should there be a 

restructure.  Vicki Cole explained that the board had created a Bylaws Review Committee and 

that they will discuss this issue. 

New Business 

No new business 

 

Motion was made, seconded and passed to adjourn, meeting adjourned at 2:12 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Joan Faneuff, Secretary 

 


