
 

Ohio Campground Owners Association 
Board Meeting Minutes 

Thursday, March 1, 2018 

 

Call to Order 

OCOA President Chip Hanawalt called the meeting to order at 6:05 pm at Columbus Airport Embassy Suites.  
Secretary Brenda Lucas was not present so Elaine Harris volunteered to take the minutes.   

Elaine Harris called the roll.  The following board members were present: Chip Hanawalt, Lori Hostetter, Charles 
Knight, Loraine Carlson, Peggy McQuaide, Elaine Harris, Jeff Hoffman, Tammy Brainard, Ray Pierce, Cheryl 
Arnold, Ryan McPeek, Jim McGeorge, Erika Sheets, Nick Kaufman, David Stevens, Shane Barbini, and Brya Long.  
Also present: OCOA Executive Director Kristy Smith; ARVC rep Steve Cross; and OCOA lobbyist Amanda Sines.    

Motion was made, seconded and passed to approve the previous meeting minutes.  

Government Affairs 

Amanda Sines provided a written legislative report.  She discussed EPA Rule revisions on asset management, 
backflow prevention and underground injection controls, disruption of service, and operator certification.  She is 
looking for feedback from campgrounds on how the rules affect them and their business so OCOA can submit 
comments.  

School Start date legislation has had four hearings.  All campgrounds encouraged to write their legislators in support 
of the legislation.   

Language was included in the budget regarding nuisance activities at campgrounds. OCOA had previously reviewed 
this language and did not object.  

Pool rules still ongoing since August of 2014 and we are still waiting on the Ohio Department of Health to finalize 
the revisions.   

Legislation allowing for businesses to obtain a seasonal food license at half the cost has been introduced.   

There was a brief discussion on legislation specifying that a franchisor is not the employer of a franchisee or 
employee of a franchise for purposes of minimum fair wage standard law, bimonthly pay law, workers 
compensation law, unemployment compensation law and income tax law.  

The Ohio Department of Commerce has made changes to the fire code regulations and has added provisions 
applying to mobile food operations. The target of these regulations is food trucks but all mobile food operations will 
be effected.  

OCOA has had legislation drafted to protect campground owners from frivolous lawsuits.  Amanda is looking for 
data and testimonials from Ohio campground owners.  

PAC Report 

Kristy Smith went over the written PAC Report.   

Motion was made to accept the PAC report, seconded and approved. 

PAC will be writing a check to Wes Retherford.   

 

 



 

Treasurer’s Report 

Kristy Smith presented the written treasurer’s report.  She went over the income and spending for the current fiscal 
year which ends on April 30, 2018.  She then presented the Budget or 2018-19 that was prepared by Kristy Smith, 
Peggy McQuaide and Chip Hanawalt.  Motion was made, seconded and passed to approve the treasurer’s report. 

President’s Report 

Chip Hanawalt announced that the following campground is seeking member approval:   
  Serenity Hills Campground, Owners Daren and Lorraine Carlson, New Marshfield, OH 

Motion was made, seconded and passed to approve the new member. 

Executive Director Report 

Kristy Smith reported that we have a record 108 registered representing 50 campgrounds attending the 2018 Spring 
Conference.  We have 5 guest campgrounds coming to the trade show.  We have 1 new member, Tee Pee Family 
Campground , attending the conference.  The EPA course had 21 people representing 16 campgrounds.  We have 39 
vendors and $4250 in sponsorships.  

The 2017 Fall Conference was held in Hartville, OH was up in attendance as well with 82 attendees/33 
campgrounds.  The 2018 Fall Conference will be in SW Ohio.   

Membership was even at 145 members.   

The Board asked that Kristy to setup a closed Facebook group for OCOA members to communicate directly with 
each other. 

Public Relations Report 

Ohio Campers 2019 agreement with Henley Graphics.  230,000 copies will be printed and ad prices will go up 0.5%.  
Motion was made, seconded and passed to approve agreement with Henley Graphics as discussed. 

RV show numbers were discussed.  The following numbers of Ohio Campers were passed out at the shows:  
Cleveland 3600; Tampa 2,000; Dayton/Cincinnati 3200; Toledo 3650; Columbus 3,600.   

2019 Ohio Campers cover was discussed. Samples were passed out with board members liking a combination of the 
three samples.  Ideas will be passed along to Larry Henley for revisions.   

Hocking Hills magazine distribution discussed – we are going to piggyback with Hocking Hills Tourism Association 
for distribution.  Details to come. 

OCOA is interested in joining other states for a joint booth at the Quartzite Show in Arizona.  Motion was made, 
seconded and passed to participate in a joint booth (cost approximately $175-$200). 

Family Motor Coach Association would like to trade ads – an ad in the Ohio Campers Magazine for an ad (s) in 
their monthly magazine.  It would be a dollar-for-dollar trade.  Motion was made, seconded and passed that we 
participate in a trade out if it is okay with Larry Henley.  Kristy will check with Larry Henley to see if he is 
interested and okay with doing a trade out with FMCA.   

Motion was made, seconded and passed to allow spending up to $2500 in additional online marketing efforts. This 
will allow Henley Graphic to focus on Search Engine Optimization and marketing on Facebook by creating and 
scheduling posts.   

 

 



 

ARVC Report 

Steve Cross reported that there will be a dues increase for 2019.  The 2019 state partnership agreement between 
Ohio and ARVC was discussed and Ohio will remain at a 100% partnership level.   

 

Nominating Report 

The written nominating report was included in the board packets outlining who was running for which board 
positions.  

Old Business 

2018 Fall Conference/POOT - Southwest District 
Spring Conference 2019 - March 1-2, 2019, Embassy Suites Columbus Airport                                                           
Spring Conference 2020 - March 6-7, 2020, Embassy Suites Columbus Airport 

New Business 

Spring Conference 2021 Contract - March 5-6, 2021 Embassy Suites Columbus Airport.  The price of the hotel 
rooms will be going up by $1.00 from the previous year.  Motion was made, seconded and passed to approve the 
2021 contract. 

Discussion on trade show vendors ensued as to whether OCOA could prohibit a vendor from exhibiting at the trade 
show if a member has had a poor experience with that vendor. Kristy will check with other associations and entities 
on their policies, if any, and let the board know.  The board may possibly form a committee to review policy on this 
issue.  Charles Knight made a motion that prior to agreeing to any new policy on this issue, it must be reviewed by 
an attorney.  Motion was seconded and passed.  

Adjournment 

Motion to adjourn was made, seconded and passed to adjourn. 

 

Respectfully submitted,  

Elaine Harris  


