
Ohio Campground Owners Association 
Board Meeting Minutes 

Thursday, March 3, 2016 

 

Call to Order 

The Spring OCOA Board meeting was called to order on March 3, 2016 by President Robert 
Romeyn at 6:06 pm at Embassy Suites Columbus Airport. 

Secretary Brenda Lucas called the roll.  The members present were:  Robert Romeyn, Chip 
Hanawalt, Steve Cross,  Brenda Lucas, Lori Hostetter, Vicki Cole, Charles Knight, Jeff 
Hoffman,  Elaine Harris, Peggy McQuaide, Pam McCreary, Ray Pierce,  Cheryl Arnold, Richard 
Felber, Jeremiah Anglin, Kristy Smith, Amanda Sines, Mikayla Pollitt were also present.  
Motion was made, seconded and passed to approve the minutes from the previous meeting. 

 

Treasurer’s Report 

Kristy went over the current financial report and proposed budget FY 16.  Discussion was held 
on putting out an RFP for a new Website.  The board instructed Kristy to work with Robert 
Romeyn, Chip Hanawalt and Lorraine Carlson to put together an RFP, send it out and select a 
new provider quickly. Conference attendance has increased.  There will be 85-90 people 
attending.  Vendor numbers are up also. Amount charged to vendors was discussed.  Kristy will 
look into what other states charge for their vendors. The Board will revisit this in the fall.  There 
will be an increase for our lobbyist when our contract expires in October.   

OCOA's taxes have been filed. An Investment Policy has been written by the investment 
committee.  Motion was made, seconded and passed to approve the Investment Policy.  CD 
expires in April.  The Investment Committee will discuss investment options and make 
recommendations to the board for approval.  Motion was made, seconded and passed to approve 
the Treasurer’s report and FY16 budget. 

 

President’s Report 

Robert Romeyn announced that the following campground is seeking member approval: The 
Lake Campground, Norton, OH.  Motion was made, seconded and approved to accept them.  
Bob spoke of how much he has enjoyed serving as President for the last 4 years. 

 

  



Executive Director’s Report 

Kristy Smith reported that there are 85 people representing 44 campgrounds attending Spring 
Conference.  41 Vendor booths, this is up by 1 booth from the previous year.  Fall Conference 
had 100 attendees representing 40 campgrounds.  This number includes 2 prospective owners.  
The 2016 fall conference will be held in the NW District. OCOA membership is up by 1 for a 
total of 153 campgrounds.  We lost 7 members, gained 8.   Amanda's office will move in the 
Spring.  She has partnered with 2 other independent lobbyists.  Kristy suggested that OCOA get 
a  PO Box for the Association. Motion was made, seconded and passed.   It was also discussed to 
go to an online FAX line at the cost of $10 a month.  Motion was made, seconded and passed.  
Discussion ensued about removing the 800 number at the end of the year.  Motion was made, 
seconded and passed. 

 

Public Relations 

Chip Hanawalt reported the following numbers for distribution of Ohio Campers magazines at 
the RV Shows.   Toledo 4,500;  Cleveland 9,000; Columbus 4,500; Cincinnati 3,500; Tampa 
3,500.  AAA did not have numbers as of meeting date.  Larry Henley submitted a proposal for a 
2% increase for the 2017 magazine.  Everything else will stay the same.  Motion for an increase 
of 2% for 2017 ad rates was made, seconded and passed. Discussion ensued that the board would 
prefer that Henley come to the board with a 1% increase annually rather than a 2% increase at 
random so the board, Henley and members can anticipate and plan for that annual increase. The 
board agreed that this would be the best course of action moving forward and Kristy will let 
Larry know that we will anticipate a 1% increase annually moving forward. Discussion ensued 
about distributing our magazines at other states booths and theirs at ours.  Kristy will speak with 
them on how they would be displayed.  Will follow up on this at the Fall Board Meeting. 
Guidance was needed on the COOP Rate Policy on a Special location page in the Ohio Campers 
magazine.  Motion was made to add Nationally Recognized Group to the policy, seconded and 
passed.   

Government Affairs 

ODH Campground rules will go into effect on April 1, 2016.   

Senator Cliff Hite (R - Findley) created a traveling forum to study education issues.  Robert 
Romeyn provided formal remarks on November 19, 2015.  OCOA has supported legislation in 
the past that would prohibit schools from starting classes before Labor Day.  This issue is being 
spearheaded by Senator Gayle Manning (R-North Ridgeville).  She attended the November 19th 
meeting and has asked Robert Romeyn to also consider testifying on legislation she intends to 
introduce. 

ODNR camping fee rules for State Parks is moving forward.   



Pac Report 

The written PAC report was presented by Kristy Smith. 

 

ARVC Report 

Steve Cross thanked everyone for helping him get elected to the ARVC Board. If you have 
anything you would like Steve to bring up at the ARVC meetings, please don't hesitate to let him 
know.   

A couple of states have dropped out of ARVC, others feel they are being forced out.  ARVC is 
looking at a new plan for affiliation dues. 

Council of Delegates OCOA members are Jeff Hoffman & Peggy McQuaide 

 

Old Business 

2016 POOT Tour will be in the NW District.   

2017 & 2018 Spring conference have already been booked with the Embassy Suites Columbus 
Airport.  A motion was made to book with the Embassy Suites Columbus Airport for 2019, 
seconded and passed.  Room rates will increase from $135 to $136.  

 

New Business 

Discussed ways to get new members to join OCOA and attend meetings. Have members reach 
out to other campgrounds.   Potential District Competition. 

A 4th booth was purchased for the RV shows this year.  A motion was made to purchase 3 new 
4ft  tables, chairs and table coverings at a total cost of $822, seconded and passed. 

Motion to adjourn was made, seconded and passed.  The meeting adjourned at 9:05 pm. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Brenda Lucas, Secretary 


