
 
 
Shakeup at the Statehouse 
 
In the middle of the Legislature’s summer recess, the shocking news of House Speaker Larry Householder’s (R 
– Perrysburg) arrest and indictment continues to rack the Statehouse. On July 21, the Speaker and four 
associates were arrested and charged with facilitating a $61 million racketeering, money-laundering and bribery 
scheme over the course of three years to pass House Bill 6, legislation that received the Governor’s signature 
last year and provided state subsidies for two nuclear power plants owned by First Energy. A grand jury issued 
formal indictments July 30th, and, after much internal discussion, the House Republican caucus unanimously 
ousted Householder from his leadership position that same day, replacing him with former Ohio Supreme Court 
justice and longtime lawmaker Bob Cupp (R – Lima) with a vote of 55-38 (all Democrats and 3 Republicans 
opposing). 
 
However, Householder still remains a state representative and is unopposed in this year’s election. Several write 
in candidates have come forward to challenge Householder, but he could still very likely win re-election.  The 
Legislature can vote to expel him from the chamber, as they can for any member with a majority vote, but many 
argue that can only be done once. Thus, Republicans have decided not to expel him this year, keeping the option 
open for consideration next year if he is re-elected.  
 
Because of the leadership shakeup, there is a lot of uncertainty as to how legislative activity will proceed once 
the House returns to session this fall. Although the two chambers will likely find themselves on better terms 
with each other given the new leadership, it is unclear how that working relationship will impact policy 
agendas. 
 
Liability Protections Sent to DeWine 
 
The legislature has sent the COVID-19 related liability protection bill, House Bill 606, to the Governor. The 
House and Senate passed different versions of the bill and that set up a conference committee made up of 3 
Senators and 3 Representatives.  The conference committee met on September 1, 2020.  The changes made 
were to remove the emergency clause from the bill.  This is likely because the House did not have the votes to 
approve an emergency clause without a provision to extend BWC coverage for COVID-19 contractions (this 
BWC provision was opposed by the business community).  The conference committee also extends the time the 
protection is effective through September 30, 2021.  After the conference committee met, the House went back 
into session and approved the conference report by a vote of 62-30.  The Senate voted to accept the conference 
report the next day by a vote of 22-8, sending the bill to Governor DeWine for signature.  DeWine has 
previously expressed support for protecting businesses and healthcare professionals from COVID-19 related 
lawsuits, so he is expected to sign the bill into law.  
 
Campground Rule Workgroup Formed 
 
The Ohio Department of Health has convened a workgroup to review campground rules.  Jeff Hoffman, OCOA 
President, is the formal representative on the committee for us.  Rob Schutter from Leisure Systems and OCOA 
Past President Vicki Cole are also serving on the workgroup.  While Jeff, Rob and Vicki will be the 
representatives for the industry, we want all of our members to have an opportunity to comment on the rule 
changes.  Please review sections 3701-26 of the Ohio Administrative Code.   
What changes would you like to see?  What provisions and requirements are outdated?  What provisions or 
requirement are overly burdensome for your business?   

http://codes.ohio.gov/oac/3701-26


 
Send those comments to OCOA, so we can ensure your voice and opinions are heard on this workgroup. 
 
Coronavirus Resources 
 
Governor DeWine continues to have regular press conferences, though not daily as he did at the beginning of 
the pandemic.  The state posts all of the latest data, health orders and releases on its coronavirus website.  The 
Responsible Restart protocols for campgrounds are in effect through the state’s declared state of emergency.  
The Governor has also implemented a statewide mask mandate with a few exceptions.  Please continue offering 
your campers a safe and socially distanced experience! 
 
House Bill 355 Assigned to Senate Committee 
 
Prior to the COVID-19 outbreak, OCOA had been making great progress on HB 355, a bill to give specific 
liability protections to campgrounds if an injury was sustained as a result of risk inherent to camping.  The bill 
passed the House of Representatives early in 2020.  The bill has now been assigned to the Senate Judiciary 
Committee and we look forward to working with the Senate on this important bill.  Please reach out to your 
State Senator and ask for them to support the passage of HB 355. 
 
Election 2020 
 
2020 is a big Election year.  In addition to this being a Presidential election year, there are many important state 
races on the ballot.  All members of Congress, all members of the House of Representatives, Senators in even 
number districts, and 2 Ohio Supreme Court seats are up for election.  Don’t forget to vote on November 3rd.  
Ohioans also have the ability to vote early.  All election information can be found on the Secretary of State’s 
website.   
 
How to Contact Your Lobbyist 
 
Amanda Sines 
Government Advantage Group 
17 South High Street, Suite 750 
Columbus, Ohio 43215 
614-221-7157  
amanda@gov-advantage.com   
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