
Ohio Campground Owners Association 
Board Meeting Minutes 

Tuesday, September 19, 2017 

 

Call to Order 

The Fall OCOA Board meeting was called to order on September 19, 2017 by President Chip 
Hanawalt at 9:35 am at Sunbury/Columbus KOA 

Secretary Brenda Lucas called the roll.  The members present were:  Chip Hanawalt, Lori 
Hostetter, Charles Knight, Lorraine Carlson, Brenda Lucas, Robert Romeyn, Elaine Harris, Joan 
Faneuff,  Tammy Brainard, Ray Pierce, Ryan McPeek, Greg Emmert, Jim McGeorge, Erika 
Sheets, David Stevens,  Brya Long, Kristy Smith.  Also present:  Makayla Pollitt, Hayley Carter, 
Larry Henley, Steve Cross representing ARVC.  

Motion was made, seconded and passed to approve the minutes from the previous meeting. 

 

Treasurer’s Report 

Kristy Smith went over the written treasurer’s report.   

Motion was made, seconded and passed to approve the treasurer’s report. 

 

Government Affairs 

Mikayla Pollitt went over her written report:  The Ohio legislature has wrapped up their work on 
the Biennial Budget Bill, House Bill 49. 

Campground Nuisances:  The House of Representatives added an amendment to the budget 
regarding campgrounds.  The amendment allows for a campground license to be revoked if three 
or more “nuisance activities” occur within six months of each other.  Nuisance activity is defined 
as:  Felony drug abuse offense; Felony sex offense; Felony violence offence or Felony weapons 
offence.  OCOA reviewed this language and did not object. 

Inflatables: A revised version of the inflatable proposal was included in the final version of 
HB49.   

Swimming pool rules:  The Ohio Department of Health is still finalizing the revisions through 
their internal review process.  For more info, please visit:  
https://www.odh.ohio.gov/odhprograms/eh/swim/RuleReview.aspx 

https://www.odh.ohio.gov/odhprograms/eh/swim/RuleReview.aspx


School start date legislation:  Senator Gayle Manning (R-North Ridgeville) reintroduced 
legislation, Senate Bill 34, to require schools to begin classes after Labor Day.  The Senate 
Education Committee scheduled 3 hearings.  Chip Hanawalt, OCOA President, was able to 
provide testimony before the Senate Education Committee on our association’s behalf.  Also 
testifying in support was the Greater Ohio Showmen’s Association, the Ohio Travel Association, 
and Cedar Fair.  OCOA plans to continue working with legislators and other proponents to 
promote the legislation. 

 

President Chip Hanawalt met with the Ohio Department of Natural Resources on June 22.  Chip, 
OCOA Lobbyist Mikayla Pollitt, Chief Bailey, and ODNR Liaisons Brad Bales and Katie 
Hagarty were in attendance.  Chief Bailey informed OCOA that over 570 camping rates across 
the state have been increased based on park by park amenities.  State parks had not seen any 
adjustment since 2011.  Chip offered the idea of private campgrounds and state parks having 
their own “niche” in the amenities that are offered to customers.  OCOA and ODNR will 
continue dialogue and to work together to ensure private campground owners voices and 
concerns are being heard. 

Brya Long shared information on the J1 Summer Work Travel Program.  After discussing a 
motion was made to support this program, seconded and passed. 

 

President’s Report 

Chip Hanawalt announced that the following campgrounds are seeking member approval:   
 Back 40 Campground, Rushsylvania, OH, Owners: Duane and Michelle Dancer 
 Smokey’s MiniLake Campgrounds, Upper Sandusky, OH, Owner:  William Clabaugh 
 TeePee Family Campground, Upper Sandusky, OH, Owners: Jeff and Connie Wall 
 Lancaster Camp Ground, Lancaster, OH, Owner: Lancaster Methodist RV Camping 

Motion was made, seconded and passed to approve the new members. 

 

Executive Director’s Report 

Twelve campgrounds have not yet paid their 2018 dues.  Kristy is still in the process of final 
dues collection.   

 

 

 



Public Relations 

Larry Henley spoke about the 2018 Ohio Campers magazine.  He passed out a couple of cover 
options.  They have changed up each District page to listing instead of a story.   
A discussion ensued about adding another button to the web page for Nearby Attractions, was 
decided that it would not be cost effective at this time. 

Henley Graphics is transitioning from AWStats to Google Analytics to evaluate website activity. 

Motion was made to give 2000 more brochures to Tri State Rack Service for $350, seconded and 
passed. 

A motion was made to send 3,500 copies to the Indiana Turnpike at a distribution cost of $1500, 
seconded and passed. 

A motion was made to authorize President Chip Hanawalt and Kristy Smith to create a 
committee to choose a new distributor for the SE District, seconded and passed. 

Discussion ensued about keeping the print copies at 235,000 for the next 5 years with a 1% ad 
increase or no rate increase and lower the print copies by 2,000 each year.   
Motion was made to reduce production by 5000 first year (2019), seconded and passed. 

Chairpersons were confirmed for the 2018 RV shows. 

 

Pac Report 

Kristy Smith went over the written PAC Report.   

Motion was made to accept the PAC report, seconded and approved. 

 

ARVC Report 

Steve Cross reported that ARVC has eliminated the Council of Delegates which may not be a 
bad thing.  Bringing in the Young Professionals. 

Wisconsin has rejoined ARVC. 

A motion was made to send $500 out of the sunshine fund to ARVC Foundation for member 
campgrounds effected by the hurricanes, seconded and passed. 

 

 



Old Business 

Management/Lobbying Contract Renewals:  Amanda Sines made a change to her contract to say 
– works with Government Affairs and OCOA President.  
Motion was made to accept change, seconded and passed. 

National School scholarship update:  1 application was received but did not have all 
documentation. 

The Pickle Video on customer service is available to campgrounds.   
A motion was made to have campgrounds sign a document and  pay for shipping prior to use in 
order to use video, seconded and passed. 

New Business 

2018 Fall Conference – Southwest District need volunteers to plan. 
Board is in need of a NE Alternate #3.  Please contact Kristy if you know anyone who may be 
interested.   
 

Motion was made to budget up to $4,000 for speakers or presentations for the Spring 
Conference, seconded and passed. 

 

Miscellaneous/Other 

A suggestion was made to do a Member Directory with a picture of owners in front of their 
campground sign. 

 

Motion to adjourn was made, seconded and passed.  The meeting adjourned at 1:52 pm. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Brenda Lucas, Secretary 


