
Ohio Campground Owners Association 
Board Meeting Minutes 

Tuesday, September 13, 2016 

 

Call to Order 

The Spring OCOA Board meeting was called to order on September 13, 2016 by President Chip Hanawalt at 10:04 
am at Cross Creek Campground. 

Secretary Brenda Lucas called the roll.  The members present were:  Chip Hanawalt, Lori Hostetter, Steve Cross,  
Lorraine Carlson, Brenda Lucas, Peggy McQuaide, Robert Romeyn, Charles Knight, Jeff Hoffman, Elaine Harris, 
Tammy Brainard, Ray Pierce,  Nick Kaufman (proxy for Richard Felber), Jeremiah Anglin, Kristy Smith.  Amanda 
Sines, Mikayla Pollittand Larry Henley were also present.  Motion was made, seconded and passed to approve the 
minutes from the previous meeting. 

Treasurer’s Report 

Kristy went over the Year-End financial report and current financial report.  OCOA's taxes have been filed.Motion 
was made, seconded and passed to approve the Treasurer’s report. 

PNC Investments Jennifer Tomti presented different options for investing.  

The Board decided not to make any investment at this time. After much thought and discussion, the board is not 
ready to take on any level of risk with investments. It was decided to hold off on investing, even in CDs, until after 
the election. 

President’s Report 

Chip Hanawalt announced that the following campground is seeking member approval: Raymond House FD&C, 
Raymond, OH, Owner: Delores Winters.  Motion was made, seconded and approved to accept them.   

Executive Director’s Report 

Kristy Smith reported that she is still accepting dues.  There are 125 paid and 29 unpaid.   

 

Public Relations 

Larry Henley informed us that sales are good for the 2017 Ohio Campers Magazine.  There is still a special location 
available on page 7.  This is a vertical 1/3 page.  Passed out copies of regional stories for us to review.  We reviewed 
3 covers for the 2017 magazine. Suggestions were made.  The changes will be made and emailed to board to vote 
on.  2018 covers will be brought to Spring Meeting in order to make adjustment for a final vote at Fall Board 
Meeting.   

Photo Contest for use on Ohio Campers Magazine & Web site was discussed.  Motion was made to implement this 
contest for the 2018 magazine, seconded and approved. Henley Graphics, Kristy and Chip will work out the details. 

Web site:  Each campground will have 100 word listing and columns with amenities.  Each member will make their 
own changes.  If you need assistance with this process, please contact Kristy Smith. 



Web Ads:  Web ads will be 2 – 2 ½ square. Ads will be at bottom of a variety of pages.  No ads will be on the home 
page.  For each "regional campground & attractions page", only campground web advertisers from that region will 
be on. For pages that are generic for all campgrounds, all campground web advertisers will be on. There will be no 
ads for attractions, RV Dealers or other advertising at this time, only campgrounds. Motion was made to charge 
$500 with $100 discount to print advertisers and pro-rated for the first year. Seconded and approved. 

A motion was made to distribute the income from web ads as 75% to Ohio Campers and 25% to Henley Graphics, 
seconded and approved. 

Government Affairs 

Amanda Sines went over a concern about Sequencing of Campsites.  OCOA sent a letter to the Ohio Department of 
Health stating our belief that “sequential” could mean any order.  Most campground sites are organized in a 
sequence and organized by sections.  In addition, there is some sort of sequence within each section.  The OCOA 
believes this meets the requirement of 3701-26-04 (I)(12) as the language says there needs to be a “sequence” (any 
sequence) NOT numerical order.An OCOA representative spoke with ODH after they had received our letter.  ODH 
stated they agreed with our interpretation.  However, OCOA has not received a written response. 

 
Restaurant Association wants additional food safety training.  A meeting was held on August 1, 2016 to hear 
concerns on this issue.  ODH stated they would be taking the comments into consideration and redrafting the 
proposal.   

 
OCOA Submits comments on Skilled Game Rules:  Recently the OCOA submitted comments to the Casino Control 
Commission regarding proposed rules on “skilled gaming”.  In the initial version of the rules it appeared that 
campground game rooms could be considered “skilled gaming” operations.  OCOA sent out a survey to the 
membership.  If you haven’t taken the survey yet, please do so at http://www.surveymonkey.com/r/DFVZQ32.  
OCOA met with the Common Sense Initiative and expressed that the rules could pose a heavy burden on small game 
rooms that generate very little income. 

Labor Day Bill Introduced:  Senator Gayle Manning (R-North Ridgeville) introduced legislation to require schools 
to begin classes after Labor Day.  Robert Romeyn provided formal remarks on November 19, 2015 at the forum held 
at Lorain County Community College. Senator Manning has asked Mr. Romeyn to also consider testifying on 
legislation she intends to introduce.  Since the legislation has been introduced, OCOA has reached out to Senator 
Manning to reaffirm our commitment and support of the proposal.  The legislation has not yet been assigned to a 
committee. 

Motion was made to accept the Government affairs report, seconded and approved.   

Pac Report 

The written PAC report was presented by Kristy Smith. The PAC Board needs two more members: Lori Hottetter 
was added to the PAC Board as First Vice President, Lorraine Carlson and Charles Knight were appointed by 
President Chip Hanawalt.   Per the bylaws the PAC Board shall consist of the Executive Director (Kristy Smith); the 
Immediate Past President (Bob Romeyn); the President (Chip Hanawlat); the First Vice President (Lori Hotetter); 
and the Vice President of Government Affairs (Steve Cross) and two other members (Loraine Carlson and Charles 
Knight) appointed by the President. Motion was made to accept the PAC report, seconded and approved. 

 

 

http://www.surveymonkey.com/r/DFVZQ32


ARVC Report 

Steve Cross requested that members join the ARVC exchange – Region 3.  He would also like to know if members 
have any questions that he needs to ask at the ARVC Board meeting. 

ARVC State Partnership Agreement:  ARVC has set up 3 choices for joining: 100% partnership where OCOA 
would retain 20% of the dues; 75% - 99% OCOA would retain 10%; Direct State below 75% would retain 0%.  
Discussion ensued and will be revisited at the Spring Meeting.  

Motion was made to sign 100% ARVC agreement for 2017, seconded and approved. 

Old Business 

Management/Lobbying Contract Renewal:  Management will stay the same.  Lobbying increase was approved in 
March.  Amanda Sines removed the stipulation in the lobbying contract requiring a separate fee for the introduction 
of legislation. Motion was made to approve contract with the removal, seconded and approved. 
 

There were no applicants for the Nation School Scholarship. 

2016 Fall Conference/POOT Tour –October 25-26, 2016, Lima Courtyard Marriott 
2017 Spring Conference – March 3-4, 2017, Columbus Airport Embassy Suites  
2018 Spring Conference – March 2-3, 2018, Columbus Airport Embassy Suites  
2019 Spring Conference – March 1-2, 2019, Columbus Airport Embassy Suites 

2017 Spring Conference:  Discussion about limiting vendors to 3 booths unless there are extra booths available 
closer to conference. 

Kristy Smith asked for our thoughts on Conference program and speakers. Motion was made to spend up to $4000 
on speakers and programs, seconded and approved. 

New Business 

Kristy Smith checked into a request for OCOA to obtain a Wholesale Nursery Stock License.  Was decided not to 
pursue. 

2017 Fall Conference – Northeast District 

 

Motion to adjourn was made, seconded and passed.  The meeting adjourned at 2:43 pm. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Brenda Lucas, Secretary 


