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OCOA Seeks Clarification on Sequencing of Campsites 
 
An OCOA member recently alerted the Association that their local Department of health was questioning the 
numbering of campsites at a campground.  This Department had interpreted a rule stating campsites must be 
numbered in sequential order to mean the sites must be in numerical order: 1,2,3,4,etc…   
 
OCOA sent a letter to the Ohio Department of Health stating our belief that “sequential” could mean any order.  
For example, a campground may be organized with even numbers on one side and odd numbers of the other 
side (like all public streets).  This should certainly be considered sequential.  
 
Most campground sites are organized in a sequence and organized by sections. In addition, there is some sort of 
sequence within each section. The OCOA believes this meets the requirement of 3701-26-04 (I)(12) as the 
language says there needs to be a “sequence” (any sequence) NOT numerical order.   
 
An OCOA representative spoke with ODH after they had received our letter.  ODH stated they agreed with our 
interpretation.  However, OCOA has not received a written response. 
 
Restaurant Association Wants Additional Food Safety Training 
 
On August 1, 2016 a meeting was held at the Ohio Department of Agriculture regarding proposed revisions to 
rules regarding food service operations.  The proposed changes were brought forward by the Ohio Restaurant 
Association.  The meeting was facilitated by the staff from the Ohio Department of Health.   
 
The proposed changes would require “food handlers” to take a training course on food safety. 
 
The proposal defines “food handler” as “an individual involved in the preparation or service of ready-to-eat 
time temperature controlled for safety food in a food service operation or retail food establishment, other than 
an individual holding a valid level two certification.” 
 
Various groups were present at the meeting.  Amanda Sines was present to represent OCOA.   
 
Among the groups also voicing concerns on the proposal were: 
 
• The Ohio Council of Retail Merchants; 
• Ohio Grocers Association; 
• Long term care centers; 
• Public School districts; 
• The Amvets; 
• Child care centers; 
• Ohio University; 
• The Ohio Department of Rehab and Corrections; 
• TJ’s restaurant chain; 
• Taco Bell; 
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Most of the objections were similar.  Interested parties have requested data to justify the change.  Most groups 
stated that their businesses have very high turnover, so this regulation would be overly burdensome and costly 
to comply with. 
 
In relation to the cost, the Departments and the Restaurant Association stated the employee would be 
responsible for the cost.  Most groups pointed out that most employees would not take on that cost, and while it 
is already difficult to fill many of the positions, the employer would end up picking up the cost. 
 
The current proposal would not apply to mobile operations, but it was suggested in the meeting that they be 
added. 
 
The meeting continued about an hour and a half.  At the conclusion of the meeting, ODH stated they would be 
taking the comments into consideration and redrafting the proposal.  Once those revisions are made, they would 
be sharing with interested parties to get another round of comments.  The agency did not specify a timeline for 
the revisions. 
 
OCOA Submits Comments on Skilled Game Rules 
 
Recently the OCOA submitted comments to the Casino Control Commission regarding proposed rules on 
“skilled gaming”.  In the initial version of the rules it appeared that campground game rooms could be 
considered “skilled gaming” operations.  Should campground game rooms be considered skilled gaming, 
campground owners could be required to pay hefty license fees to continue to operate their game rooms. 
 
OCOA sent a survey to the membership in an attempt to collect data on the types of games that campground 
owners offer their campers. If you have not taken the survey yet, please do so 
at https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/DFVZQ32.  
 
The Casino Control Commission released a new version of the rules after receiving the initial round of 
comments.  Very few changes were made.  However, a section was added to allow for waivers and variances 
from provisions of the rules.  OCOA has met with the Common Sense Initiative and expressed that the rules 
could still pose a heavy burden on small game rooms that generate very little revenue. 
 
Labor Day Bill Introduced 
 
Senator Gayle Manning (R – North Ridgeville) introduced legislation to require schools to begin classes after 
Labor Day.  The legislation would allow local boards of education to adopt a resolution to begin classes before 
Labor Day, but before doing so, they must hold a public hearing to get community input. 
 
Senator Manning had expressed interest in the topic during a traveling forum in 2015 focused on education 
issues.  OCOA President Bob Romeyn provided formal remarks on November 19, 2015 at the forum held at 
Lorain County Community College. 
 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/DFVZQ32
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Romeyn stated in part: “introducing this type of legislation and changing the existing school start date would 
benefit Ohio’s campgrounds and other tourism-related businesses by allowing families to enjoy more time 
outdoors together during warm months of the late spring and summer without interfering with a school schedule 
and related extracurricular activities.  Additional recreational time during the summer months means more 
travel and tourism money for the State and the growing small businesses. Campgrounds do approximately 90% 
of our business between the months of June and August.” 
 
Senator Manning was present at the November 19th hearing and asked Mr. Romeyn to also consider testifying 
on legislation she intends to introduce.  Since the legislation has been introduced, OCOA has reached out to 
Senator Manning to reaffirm our commitment and support of the proposal. 
 
The legislation has not yet been assigned to a committee. 
 
ODNR Rules Propose Additional Camping Fee Increases  
 
For the second time in 2016, the Ohio Department of Natural Resources is proposing increasing the amount 
they can charge for camping fees. 
 
In January, 2016 and in September, 2016 the Ohio Department of Natural Resources proposed a package of rule 
changes regarding fees at State Parks.  Included in the package were revisions to: camping fees, cabin rental 
fees, group camping, and visitor passes. The revised rules in January replaced the previous fees structure and 
replace it with a maximum fee that can be assessed by ODNR. 
 
Those maximums have been brought forward for increases:  
 

• Family camping area site - $46.00 per night (Up from $40) 
• Cabin - $190.00 per night (Up from $150) 
• Group Cabin - $400.00 (Up from $350) 
• Vehicle pass - $6.00 per day (Up from $5) 
• Visitor pass - $4.00 per day (Up from $3) 

 
A public hearing is scheduled for October 5, 2016.   
 
How to Contact Your Lobbyists 
 
Amanda Sines and Mikayla Pollitt 
Government Advantage Group 
17 South High Street, Suite 320 
Columbus, Ohio 43215 
614-221-7157  
 
amanda@gov-advantage.com     
mikayla@gov-advantage.com   
 

mailto:amanda@gov-advantage.com
mailto:mikayla@gov-advantage.com

