
 
Governor DeWine Cabinet Appointments and Other Announcements 
 
Governor Mike DeWine has made cabinet positions announcements.  Only the Director of the Ohio Department 
of Health has yet to be announced.  One of his first announcements was to name Mary Mertz as the Director of 
the Ohio Department of Natural Resources.  Mertz is currently serving first assistant attorney general under 
DeWine and has a long administrative history, previously serving under Governor Voinovich. Director Mertz 
has yet to announce the Chief for the Division of Parks and Watercraft. Michael Bailey, who served as Chief 
previously, is on active deployment. He could be the permanent Chief when he returns. 
 
Governor DeWine will give his first State of State address on March 5th at the Ohio Statehouse.  Governor 
Kasich had taken his State of the State addresses on the road, however, for his first address DeWine is bringing 
back the tradition of the speech being held in the House of Representative chamber. 
 
DeWine will be releasing his first biennial budget proposal by March 15th.  This serves as the starting point of 
the budget deliberations.  The legislature must enact a budget by June 30th.  This process takes up most of focus 
the first half of 2019. 
  
Legislative Leadership for 133rd General Assembly Finalized 
  
The Senate caucuses officially elected their leadership teams at the opening legislative session on January 7, 
2019.  Below are the leaders for each caucus.  In the coming weeks, leaders will announce committee chairman 
and committee composition. 
  
The Senate Republicans will continue to be led by Senate President Larry Obhof.  Also on the Senate 
Republican leadership team is Senator Bob Peterson, Senator Matt Huffman and Senator Jay Hottinger.  The 
Senate President has also announced that Senator Matt Dolan will serve as the Chairman of the important 
Senate Finance Committee. 
  
The Senate Democrats have voted to retain Senator Kenny Yuko as Minority Leader.  Filling out the Senate 
Democrat leadership team are Senators Cecil Thomas, Sean O’Brien and Sandra Williams. 
  
In the most contentious leadership vote of the lot, the House Republicans elected Larry Householder to serve as 
Speaker.  He had been locked in a battle with the most recent Speaker Ryan Smith.  When it came to a 
vote Householder came out on top with a vote of 52-45. After Householder took the gavel on January 7th, it was 
announced that other leadership votes will be delayed.  On February 6, 2019, the remainder of the House 
leadership team was announced and sworn in.  They are Republicans:  Jim Butler, Bill Seitz, Anthony DeVitis, 
Jay Edwards and Laura Lanese.   
  
Democrats officially elected their leadership as well on February 6th.  They will be led by Minority Leader 
Emilia Sykes.  Filling out the Democrat leadership team are Representatives Kristen Boggs, Kent Smith and 
Paula Hicks-Hudson. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



House Committees Announced 
 
Speaker Larry Householder has announced committee assignments for the 133rd General Assembly.  The 
OCOA will be interested in the state budget negotiations.  We follow tax policy proposals and other policies 
that could effect campgrounds.  Below is the make-up of House Finance Committee and the relevant sub-
committee.  If your State Representative is on either of these committees, please reach out them and talk about 
the needs of your business. 
 
House Finance Committee 
 
Republican Representatives Scott Oelslager (Chair), Gary Scherer (Vice Chair), Brian Baldridge, Bill Blessing, 
Jim Butler, Jamie Callender, Rick Carfagna, Sara Carruthers, Jon Cross, Bob Cupp, Jay Edwards, Dave 
Greenspan, Steve Hambley, Jim Hoops, Scott Lipps, Phil Plummer, Rick Perales, Tracy Richardson, Bill 
Roemer, Mark Romenchuk, and Shane Wilken. 
 
Democrat Representatives Jack Cera (Ranking Member), Erica Crawley, Paula Hicks-Hudson, Stephanie 
Howse, Brigid Kelly, Adam Miller, Michael O’Brien, John Patterson, John Rogers, Mike Skindell, Bride 
Sweeney, and Thomas West. 
 
Finance Subcommittee on Agriculture, Development and Natural Resources 
 
Republican Representatives Jim Hoops (Chair), Brian Baldridge and Tracy Richardson 
 
Democrat Representatives Paula Hicks-Hudson (Ranking Member) and Michael O’Brien. 
 
Senate Committee Announced 
 
During the week of February 11th, the Ohio Senate released their committee assignments. The Senate also 
released their priority legislation which include criminal justice reform and reducing government regulations. 
 
Senate Finance Committee 
 
Republican Senators Matt Dolan (Chair), Dave Burke (Vice Chair), John Eklund, Jay Hottinger, Stephanie 
Kunze, Peggy Lehner, Rob McColley, Kirk Schuring, Lou Terhar, and Steve Wilson 
 
Democrat Senators Vernon Sykes (Ranking Member), Nickie Antonio, and Sean O’Brien 
 
Senate Introduces Regulatory Reform Bill 
 
Senators Rob McColley (R – Napoleon) and Kristina Roegner (R – Hudson) have introduced SB 1, one of the 
Senate’s priority bills for this General Assembly, which seeks to reduce regulatory burdens for businesses in 
Ohio. SB 1 mandates a 30% reduction in total state regulations by 2022, and requires the Joint Committee on 
Agency Rule Review (JCARR) – which reviews all state agency rules – to consider in its regular review of 
regulations whether a rule contains restrictions that could be amended or rescinded.  
 
State agencies would be required to meet annual benchmarks for rule reductions, including removing 10% of 
their restrictions by 2020, 20% by 2021 and finally 30% by the 2020 deadline. No new regulatory restrictions 
are allowed to be approved after that year, unless another restriction is rescinded, so that the total 30% reduction 
is maintained into the future. Information on the status of rule reductions for each state agency is required to be 
published online, along with an annual JCARR report on each state agency’s progress that is sent to the 
legislature.  



Agencies that do not meet benchmarks are required to explain to JCARR why they have not done so, and then 
JCARR may recommend to the legislature ways to compensate for that agency’s inability to reduce regulatory 
burden. 
 
Senate President Larry Obhof has stated that he wants government to get out of the way of business and that 
Ohio is one of the most regulated states.  Others have expressed skepticism that 30% is an arbitrary number.  As 
this is SB 1, expect the Senate to make quick work of the legislation.  
 
Gas Tax Increase in the Works for Transportation Budget 
  
As lawmakers begin consideration of the state’s 2020-2021 transportation budget, House Bill 62, they are faced 
with how to fill a $1.12 billion infrastructure funding gap that Ohio Department of Transportation Director Jack 
Marchbanks has himself defined as a “fiscal cliff.”   
 
Depleted Turnpike bond revenues, inflation and the increase of fuel efficient vehicles on the road have all 
contributed to a decline in motor fuel tax revenues, the primary source of infrastructure funding across the state. 
Ohio has already halted all new construction, and will see a large portion of bridges closed and roads in poor 
condition if the crisis is not immediately addressed. 
  
Governor DeWine has made clear this is a priority for his administration. In the Governor’s transportation 
proposal, officially released on February 21, 2019, has proposed an 18 cent increase and also has proposed 
indexing the gas tax to inflation.  Director Marchbanks has said that every cent increase in the tax translates to 
about $67 million in additional revenue, however, the state is required to pass on 40% of that to local 
governments.  Ohio must pass a transportation budget by the end of March, so it will be a speedy process to 
pass the bill. 
 
ODAg Releases Revised Budget Memo 
 
Director Dorothy Pelanda released an update budget memo.  The memo specifically states: “The Division of 
Amusement Ride Safety and Fairs fulfills a critical role in Ohio employing inspectors who oversee amusement 
rides, go-kart tracks, water parks and inflatable rides across Ohio. The Agency is requesting additional GRF and 
additional spending authority for both Divisions. Increases for meat inspection will allow the Division to fulfill 
its regulatory responsibilities; additional funds for amusement rides will enable the division to increase training 
in response to technological advances in the industry and will provide resources for more ride inspections to 
occur.” 
 
Governor DeWine is expected to release his budget proposal on March 15th.  OCOA looks forward to reviewing 
the recommendation regarding the Department.  
 
ODAg Ride Portal 
 
Please find below a link to the Ohio Department of Agriculture’s amusement ride portal.  This new on-line 
system must be used for ride inspection scheduling etc… Reminder – inflatable rides are required to be licensed 
and inspected by the state.  If you have an inflatable ride, you will need to use this portal to manage that 
process. 
  
https://www.apps.agri.ohio.gov/amusementrides/ 
  
The Department will be releasing a video explaining the system in more detail around March 1st. 



 
School Start Date Legislation – Not Enacted 
 
We are disappointed that legislation to have schools start after Labor Day was not enacted this year.  However, 
the OCOA thanks Chip Hanawalt for making a trip to the statehouse to testify in favor of the bill.  We also 
thank Melinda Huntley from the Ohio Travel Association for her diligence on this issue.  The OTA conducted a 
terrific survey to gather data on the issue and made the rounds speaking to groups in support of the concept, 
including joining the OCOA at our 2018 Spring Conference.  OCOA has reached out to the OTA to begin 
discussing reintroducing the legislation this year. 
 
OCOA Looking at Liability Protection for Campgrounds 
 
The OCOA is making progress with the goal of introducing legislation to protect campground owners from 
frivolous lawsuits.  OCOA has formed a workgroup to develop a survey of our membership to gather data on 
the scope of the problem.  We have also been working with a State Representative to finalize legislative 
language.  OCOA members are encouraged to share your stories with the association, so we can have concrete 
examples of campgrounds being sued for incidents that were outside of their control.  Wisconsin was able to 
enact these protections and we will be using their bill and experience as a model. 
 
Government Advantage Group Welcomes New Lobbyist 
 
Effective February 1, 2019, Julia Wynn started at Government Advantage Group as the Director of Government 
Affairs.  Julia has spent her entire Ohio career in and around state government and politics. A 2015 alumna of 
the competitive Statehouse Legislative Service Commission Fellowship Program, she came to Columbus from 
her hometown outside of DC, where she held a number of legislative and policy positions in the nation's capital 
before starting the Fellowship. She served as a Legislative Aide in the Ohio House of Representatives for a little 
over two years, gaining critical state budget experience as a policy staffer for a finance subcommittee.  
 
During her years in the House, Julia also became deeply involved in Ohio Women in Government. She 
currently serves at the group's Membership Chair, a position she was reelected to in 2018. She joined 
Government Advantage in early 2019 fresh off the campaign trail, where she managed finance operations for a 
statewide candidate. Julia graduated Summa Cum Laude and Phi Beta Kappa from Denison University with a 
BA in Sociology and Communication. 
 
 
 
How to Contact Your Lobbyist 
 
Amanda Sines 
Government Advantage Group 
17 South High Street, Suite 750 
Columbus, Ohio 43215 
614-221-7157  
amanda@gov-advantage.com   


