
 
 
Bill to Protect Campgrounds Passes House of Representatives! 
 
Representatives Shane Wilkin (R -  Lynchburg) and DJ Swearingen (R – Sandusky) have introduced House Bill 355 to 
protect Ohio campgrounds from frivolous lawsuits.  The bill specifically would ensure campground operators are immune 
from liability if an injury or harm occurs from “risk inherent to camping”.  Those risks are specified in the legislation to 
include such things as:  features of the natural works, uneven terrain, campfires, etc. 
 
This bill was considered by the House Civil Justice Committee.  Chip Hanawalt and Jeff Hoffman gave supportive 
testimony before the committee on October 29, 2019.  Also supporting HB 355 is the Ohio Chamber of Commerce and 
the National Federation of Independent Businesses.  If you’d like to watch the proponent hearing you can find it archived 
here:  http://www.ohiochannel.org/video/ohio-house-civil-justice-committee-10-29-2019 
 
Expressing some concerns with the legislation was the Ohio Association for Justice, which is comprised of trial attorneys.  
On December 10th, the Ohio Civil Justice Committee accepted a substitute version of the bill.  This version addressed the 
concerns raised, while also preserving the original intent of the bill.  With all parties in agreement, the Committee 
favorably passed the bill.  The bill went on to pass the full House by a vote of 64-30 on January 29, 2020.  The bill will 
now be considered by the Ohio Senate. 
 
OCOA is excited to be working proactively to protect our members and all Ohio Campgrounds!  OCOA thanks the 
Chamber, the NFIB and particularly the bill’s sponsors for their support on this initiative.   
 
Minimum Wage Increase Possibly Headed to Ballot 
 
A grouped called “Ohioans for Raising the Wage” have submitted language to place a constitutional amendment on the 
Ohio ballot to increase the state’s minimum wage.  The group has cleared its first hurdle and their summary ballot 
language has been certified by the Ohio Attorney General’s office as fair and truthful.  With this certification they can 
now begin collecting signature to qualify for the amendment to be on the November ballot.   They will need 452,958 valid 
signatures from 44 of Ohio’s 88 counties. The deadline to do so is July 1st.   
 
The amendment as drafted would increase the minimum wage to $9.60 on January 1, 2021 with it increasing every year to 
$13.00 on January 1, 2025. (And adjusted for inflation after that).  Should they collect the needed signatures needed to get 
on the ballot, business groups are expected to form a group to oppose the amendment. 
 
ODAg To Consider Ride Classification Rules 
 
The Ohio Department of Agriculture, through the Amusement Ride Safety Council, will be proposing rules to create 
amusement ride classifications.  This is part of the implementation of Tyler’s Law (House Bill 189).  At the Council 
meeting in January, there was discussion to move forward with the official JCARR process on these rules.  The rules as 
proposed will do the following: 
 
901:9-1-01 – Add language requiring a list of locations a ride has been stored outside of Ohio for more than 30 days or 
operated outside of Ohio.  This was required as a part of Tyler’s Law. 
 
901:9-1-04 – Adds ASTM references as required by Tyler’s Law. 
 
901:9-1-04.1 Fatigue and corrosion review – New rule that creates classifications of rides and specifics for corrosion 
review for each classification.  The classifications are as follows:  Low Intensity Rides; Intermediate Rides; Towers; and 
Roller Coasters. 
 
901:9-1-04.2 Inspection requirements – New rule that creates standards for minimum inspections for each classification of 
rides. 
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More specifics on the proposed rules can be found here:  https://agri.ohio.gov/wps/portal/gov/oda/divisions/legal-
office/Admin-Rules/ 
 
EPA Seeking Feedback on Backflow Prevention Rules 
 
The Ohio EPA will be going through a 5-year review process on their rules regarding backflow prevention and cross 
connection controls.  The current chapter of the Ohio Administrative Code can be found here: 
http://codes.ohio.gov/oac/3745-95 
 
Ohio EPA is seeking any feedback and suggestions on these rules.  Since they do apply to campground water systems, 
please let OCOA know if you have suggestions about how to improve the rules.  Also, if you have an enforcement issues 
with these rules, now is the time to suggestion modifications to make the rules more business friendly.  Early stakeholder 
comments are due by March 24, 2020. 
 
ODH Considering New Rules on Mobile Food Venders 
 
The Ohio Department of Health is still considering pursuing rules to place greater oversight and regulation on mobile food 
operations.  The draft proposal released last year would create a low risk level and a high-risk level license.  Very few 
mobiles would qualify as a low risk vendor.  The package would also require a person in charge training and certification 
for all high-risk mobile food operations. 
 
There was a meeting of the Retail Food Advisory Council scheduled for January 21, 2020 to continue discussion of the 
proposal.  However, due of a lack of a quorum, the meeting did not happen.  OCOA will continue to monitor and 
comment when necessary. 
 
SB 57 – Hemp Bill - Enacted 
 
Legislation sponsored by Senators Brian Hill (R – Zanesville) and Steve Huffman (R – Tipp City) has legalized 
and regulated the growing and selling of hemp and products derived from hemp. Last year the State Board of 
Pharmacy issued a released clarifying the sale of products derived from hemp, mainly CBD, is illegal because 
the products are marijuana under the State Medical Marijuana program. Several businesses had been selling 
CBD products and were forced to take them off their shelves as a result of the ruling. Since the release from the 
Pharmacy Board, the federal government moved hemp off of the scheduled drug list, allowing states to do the 
same. SB 57 does that in Ohio. 
 
The bill was supported by the Ohio Farm Bureau, the Hemp Roundtable, and retail associations among other large state 
groups.  If your campground store sells or would like to sell CBD products, that is now legal in the state.  However, 
owners are encouraged to make sure the products meet labeling standards as required by the Ohio Department of 
Agriculture. 
 
 
How to Contact Your Lobbyist 
 
Amanda Sines 
Government Advantage Group 
17 South High Street, Suite 750 
Columbus, Ohio 43215 
614-221-7157  
amanda@gov-advantage.com   
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