
Ohio Campground Owners Association 
Board Meeting Minutes 

Thursday, March 2, 2017 

 

Call to Order 

The Spring OCOA Board meeting was called to order on March 2, 2017 by President Chip Hanawalt at 6:10 pm at 
Embassy Suites Columbus Airport 

Secretary Brenda Lucas called the roll.  The members present were:  Chip Hanawalt, Lori Hostetter, Steve Cross,  
Lorraine Carlson, Brenda Lucas, Robert Romeyn, Charles Knight, Jeff Hoffman, Elaine Harris, Tammy Brainard, 
Ray Pierce,  Cheryl Arnold, Greg Emmert, Jim McGeorge, Richard Felber, Jeremiah Anglin, Shane Barbini, Brya 
Long, Kristy Smith.  Amanda Sines was also present.   

Motion was made, seconded and passed to approve the minutes from the previous meeting with the correction of 
changing “spring” to “fall” in the first sentence. 

 

Government Affairs 

Amanda went over her written report:  Governor Kasich rolled out his final biennial budget proposal, House Bill 49.  
He desires to continue to decrease the State income tax.  He has proposed to increase the state sales tax by 1/2 cent 
and expand the applicability of the sales tax to additional services.  Governor Kasich has proposed an increase in 
tobacco, beer and wine taxes, and the severance tax.  The House Finance Committee has begun hearings on the bill. 

ODNR  merged the Parks & Recreation and Parks & Watercraft to become Division of Parks and Watercraft.  
Amanda Sines and Chip Hanawalt met with Chief Bailey.  Fees were discussed.  They are only raising the cap that 
parks can go up to.  Each park can set their own rate up to $30.   
Amanda and Chip plan to meet with Chief Bailey again in the future.  ODNR will not attend this year’s conference 
because it starts the Conference off negative.    

Senator Gayle Manning (R-North Ridgeville) has reintroduced legislation to require schools to begin classes after 
Labor Day.  Senate Bill 34.  OCOA has actively supported this Bill.  a sample letter will be put together for 
members to use to send to their Legislators.   

Representative Brian Hill (R-Zanesville) has introduced House Bill 65.  HB 65 would require the Ohio Department 
of Health and Department of Agriculture to establish rules for the review of inspection reports done by registered 
sanitarians and sanitarians-in-training who conduct food service inspections.  Amanda Sines was able to speak to the 
sponsor of about the bill.  He wants inspection to be focused on critical violations and issues that could lead to 
foodborne illness. 

Senator Kevin Bacon (R-Columbus) has introduced Senate Bill 9, legislation to reauthorize a three day sales tax 
holiday that was first piloted in 2015.  This legislation is intended to give parents a break from sales tax on school 
supplies and back to school clothes.  The dates for this would be August 4-6, 2017. 

At the Ohio Chamber's Small Business Council meeting Senate President Larry Obhof discussed his goal to 
decrease burdensome regulations on businesses. He has charged each of the offices to bring one regulation that 
could be eliminated or eased.  Please send your ideas on regulations that could be changed or eliminated to OCOA. 

For copies of these regulations go to www.legilature.state.oh.us 



Treasurer’s Report 

Kristy Smith went over the Budget that was prepared by Kristy Smith and Peggy McQuaide.  Budget is on target.  
There is an increase in the Spring Conference due to attendance.  Website advertising was added to the 2017-2018 
budget.   

The Marketing Budget was well over but this was anticipated because of costs associated with our new website.  
The board decided in the fall to allow advertising on our website; therefore, the budget reflects a new line item for 
web ad sales and an increase in marketing expenses. Office expenses were a little over due to the office move. 
(envelopes, letterhead, etc)  Lobbying increase was approved by the Board in March 2016.  The increase began with 
our new contract in January 2017 and will go into full effect for fiscal year 2017-18.  Telephone and Fax decrease 
was due to getting rid of 800 number and going to an online Fax.   

Motion was made, seconded and passed to approve the treasurer’s report. 

 

President’s Report 

Chip Hanawalt announced that the following campgrounds are seeking member approval:   
 Grins & Pickins CampFarm, Christina Harvey, Marengo, OH 
 Big Sycamore Family Campground, Sara and Levi Ledbetter, Logan, OH 
 Chatham Lakes Campground Eric Spieth, Chatham, OH 

Motion was made, seconded and passed to approve the new members. 

Volunteers were asked to mentor the new members attending the conference.  All new members will have a red tag 
on their name badges.  Discussion ensued about having a New Member Reception in 2018.   

 

Executive Director’s Report 

Kristy Smith reported that we have 101 registered for the Spring Conference representing 48 campgrounds.  EPA 
session had 13 people representing 11 campgrounds. Vendor numbers are up - we have 42.  We have 7 sponsors: 2 
Gold, 3 Silver and 2 Bronze.  The Fall Conference had 70 attendees representing 29 campgrounds.  Thank you Vicki 
Cole for planning the Fall Conference.  The Fall 2017 Conference will be in the NE District.   

Membership is down.  Several campgrounds are up for sale.  We have lost 12.  We didn't gain as many campgrounds 
this year as we normally do.  A committee will be put together to work on getting new members.  Need to stress the 
benefits of belonging.  There are 800 campgrounds in Ohio, not all of them are actual campgrounds or eligible for 
membership.   

ARVC will be speaking at the conference.  ARVC voted not to raise dues. 

 

Public Relations 

Ohio Campers 2018 agreement.  235,000 copies will be printed.  Ad prices will go up 1% as was previously 
approved.  Coupon section will be discontinued.  A full page special location will be added to page 14.   

Motion was made, seconded and passed. 



RV show numbers were discussed.  The following numbers of Ohio Campers were passed out at the shows:  
Cleveland 9,500; Tampa 2,000; Dayton/Cincinnati 3,800; Toledo 1,900; Columbus 3,600;   AAA 1,000.  Ohio 
Campers were placed at the Arnold Show.  (this show was free) 

Members can place Ohio Campers on their tables at RV shows ONLY if OCOA does not have a booth.   

Jim Stratton, distributor of Ohio Campers in SE Ohio was discussed.  Chip Hanawalt will check into concerns.   
Motion was made, seconded and passed to have President Chip Hanawalt take whatever action he deems necessary.   

2018 Ohio Campers cover was discussed.  3 different samples were passed out.  Ideas will be passed along to Larry 
Henley for revisions. 

 

Pac Report 

Kristy Smith went over the written PAC Report.  Amanda Sines requested $350 be sent to Gayle Manning to help 
with Senate Bill 34. 

Motion was made to accept the PAC report, seconded and approved. 

 

ARVC Report 

Steve Cross reported that ARVC is going through challenges right now.  Jeff Sims is covering the legislative end.  2 
members are needed for the COD.  Elaine Harris and Jeff Hoffman were appointed. 

 

Old Business 

2017 Fall Conference/POOT - Northeast District 
Spring Conference 2018 - March 2-3, 2018, Embassy Suites Columbus Airport 
Spring Conference 2019 - March 1-2, 2019, Embassy Suites Columbus Airport 

 

New Business 

Strategic Planning Committee:  President Chip Hanawalt will appoint 3 people to this Committee. 
Membership Committee:  President Chip Hanawalt will appoint members. 
Spring Conference 2020 Contract - March 6-7, 2020, Embassy Suites Columbus Airport.  The price of the hotel 
rooms will be going up by $1.00. 

Motion was made, seconded and passed to approve the 2020 contract. 

Motion to adjourn was made, seconded and passed.  The meeting adjourned at 8:48 pm. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Brenda Lucas, Secretary 


